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'm so excited to put into your hands this 40-day devo-

tional on the topic of eternity. Each day contains a de-
votional reading inspired by my book Driven by Eternity,
additional Scriptures for study, an eternity truth, key action
steps and points of reflection, and a personal prayer.

It’s easy to get stuck in the busyness of life and miss what’s
most important. I pray this devotional will help you focus your
life on what matters most so that you are able to stand confi-
dently before Christ at the end of the age.

I invite you to pray with me as you begin this 40-day
journey:

Father in heaven, I'm grateful for the opportunity
to learn what you have in store for the future. | want
to be prepared so that | hear “Well done, good and
faithful servant” when | stand before Jesus on that
day. Do your good work in me so that all that | am
and all that | do pleases you. Holy Spirit, open my
eyes to see and my ears to hear what you have for
me as | meditate on this message and your Word.

Make my life count today and forever. Amen!
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(Inspired by chapter 1)

“No one can begin to understand eternity.” (Job 36:26 TLB)

He has put eternity in their hearts. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

C oncepts like eternity and the size of our universe are too
big for us to understand with our minds. Our logic can-
not grasp them. Our words cannot accurately define them.

Try imagining the edge of the universe. Think of what the
outer limit of the universe is like. Would you find a wall there?
What would happen if you somehow stepped outside the end
of the universe? What is beyond the wall? Would it simply be
more empty space where no stars or galaxies can yet be found?
Wouldn't that simply be an extension of the universe and not
really the end? Where is the end? Can you grasp with your
mind the endlessness of the universe?

The same is true for the eternal. We cannot grasp with our
minds the endlessness or the enormity of it; however, God has
placed it in our hearts. Even those who have hardened their
minds to convince themselves there is no God still often, at the
end of their lives, come to realize a deeper knowledge that has



6 DAY 1: LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART

always been there. They find they always knew there is some-
thing more beyond death. They know there is eternity, even if
they don’t know what it holds.

Truth be told, we are eternal beings now, yet the reality of
eternity awaits all of us. Every man, woman, and child will one
day cross over from this world defined by time into a com-
pletely different realm—God’s realm of eternity. Scripture
tells us that God is the Creator of eternity (Psalm 90:2), the
Father of eternity (Isaiah 9:6), and the King of eternity (1 Tim-
othy 1:17). Eternity is bigger than we can comprehend, yet we
believe that God is bigger still.

We will be discussing eternity throughout this devotional.
Since we cannot grasp it intellectually, we will have to listen
with our hearts for anything meaningful to happen. In fact, this
is necessary for you to get any benefit out of this devotional.

Two steps will help you learn to do this. First, acknowl-
edge that you need the Holy Spirit to help you, and ask Him
to do so. Second, stop to ponder and meditate on truths that
grip your heart. Don't rush past them or you will limit what
this book can do for and in you. Don't just read for mental
understanding, which is easily forgotten, but hide these truths
in your heart.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed
the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You
are God. (Psalm 90:2)

“For a Child hath been born to us, A Son hath been given to us,
And the princely power is on his shoulder, And He doth call his
name Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity,
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6 YLT)

Now to the King of the ages [eternal], immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Tim-
othy 1:17 AMP)

ETERNITY TRUTH

The reality of eternity waits for all of us.
Every man, woman, and child will one day

cross over from this world defined by time

into a completely different realm—
God'’s realm of eternity.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Write your first impressions about knowing the

reality of eternity waits for you at the end of your
life.

¢ What does it mean to you that Jesus is Lord of
eternity?

¢ Put into your own words what it looks like to
listen with your heart.
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PRAYER

Lord God, you created eternity, and you created me.
Only you can teach me what | need to understand
about eternity. | invite your Holy Spirit to speak to
my spirit as | read this book. Show me where | need
to pause to let you work in me more deeply and
speak to me as | meditate. Open my heart to the
truth about eternity. Give me the wisdom to look
ahead to the end of my life and what is beyond it,
and then to live the days | have until then with eter-
nity in mind. Thank you for walking with me through
this. | begin this journey by giving myself to you com-

pletely. Now, please show me your ways.

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 1)

Teach us to make the most of our time . . . and make our
efforts successful. Yes, make our efforts successful! (Psalm
90:12, 17 NLT)

M ost people want to succeed in life. This desire is almost
certainly placed in each of us by God, because He also
wants us to succeed.

Just look at the verses above. This prayer of Moses asks
God not once, but twice, “Make our efforts successful” Hebrew
writers didn’t waste words. They didn’t repeat things just to fill
in extra space. In fact, when they did repeat something it was
to intentionally bring emphasis, much in the same way as we
might write something in bold, italics, or with all capital let-
ters. More than that, those words come from God’s holy Word,
revealing to us His purpose, heart, and intent for your life and
mine.

Yes, God’s desire is to help us be successful! Yet we must
remember that God has a much different perspective than
ours. God is eternal. He therefore does not view our lives the
same way we often do. He knows that even the longest human

9



10 DAY 2: SUCCESS THAT LASTS

life cannot be measured against the immensity of the eternity
that waits for us beyond this life. For this reason, God’s defini-
tion of success is not our earthly, human definition of success.

Our world is continually changing. Names are remembered
for a time and legacies endure for a season, but eventually his-
tory moves on. Even the things we consider to be most certain
now will be vastly transformed, or perhaps will even cease to
exist only a few hundred years from now.

It is not so with God. He never changes and He never
will. From beginning to end, throughout all eternity, God will
remain the same. His standard will never change. His heart
toward us will never change. His definition of success will
never change.

If we are to truly succeed in life, we must succeed by God’s
eternal definition. All other success will one day fail. Only suc-
cess by God’s definition will endure.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“The Lord your God will then make you successful in everything
you do” (Deuteronomy 30:9 NLT)

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do ac-
cording to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

He who loves wisdom loves his own best interest and will be a
success. (Proverbs 19:8 TLB)

ETERNITY TRUTH

If we are to truly succeed in life,
we must succeed by God’s eternal definition.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What does it mean to you to know that God wants
you to be successful in life?

¢ Describe what it would feel like to you to have
confidence that your life will be eternally suc-

cessful.
¢ When you consider God’s perspective, how does
that change how you view your own life?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, it's amazing to think of how you have
both my perspective of human life and God's per-
spective of eternity. | give my mind and my heart to
you. Please teach me to see my life the way you do.
Teach me to measure success the way you do. As |
walk with you toward eternity, help me to be patient
with the process. | know that one day | will leave
this world to join you in yours. Help me to not be so
caught up in my world right now that | miss the im-

portance of where I will spend eternity. And, please,

make my efforts successful!

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 1)

“He who . . . does not receive My words, has that which
judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in
the last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority;
but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I
should say and what I should speak” (John 12:48-49)

t's shocking how many people are basing their lives on

what is not eternal. They build their lives on everything
from complete falsehoods to partial truths, but anything less
than the full truth is a setup for disaster.

Jesus made it very clear in today’s verse: Everyone will face
judgment one day, including Christians. No one is exempt.
This day is fixed by God and it will surely come for both the
Christian and the non-Christian.

The basis for God’s judgment is equally fixed. No human
can bring their own standard to that day. No one can say, “I
tried my best to live a good life” It will do no good to claim
that Jesus’ mercy as Savior prevented you from also knowing
Him as Judge.

Moreover, the term of God’s judgment is firmly decided. It

13



14 DAY 3: CONFIDENCE AT THE JUDGMENT

is eternally final (Hebrews 6:12). His verdict is final and there
is no appeals court. No higher authority can challenge God’s
eternal ruling. There are no second chances.

Does it shake you to know these things? By God’s mercy,
we can face these truths with confidence.

Look again at today’s verses. They tell us the basis of God’s
judgment. It’s no secret. God’s own words that He has already
spoken will judge us on that day. It is simply a question of
whether we have taken care to examine God’s entire Word,
and not just part of it, to see what God commands. We demon-
strate His love by carefully following all the precepts He has
clearly laid out for us, living them by the grace He gives us to
do it.

The topic of God’s judgment may not be pleasant for many
people, but while we approach it with reverent fear, we do so
with confidence. Many students fear their final exam, know-
ing they are unprepared. But those students who have been
diligent to study and know what their teacher requires will
approach that day with confidence.

We cannot discuss eternity without discussing God’s judg-
ment, for His judgment is what decides the fate of our eternity.
Do not be shaken. As you continue this study, God’s Word will
show you everything you need to become confident for that
day.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world
in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 17:31)

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of
Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation
of eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2)

And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will
not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with
confidence because we are like Christ here in this world. (1 John
4:17 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

The words God has already spoken will judge
us on Judgment Day. It is simply a question
of whether we have taken care to examine

God'’s entire Word, and not just part of it, to see
what God commands and then live in a manner

careful to obey those commands.




16 DAY 3: CONFIDENCE AT THE JUDGMENT
~ -
\ /

MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Take time to really feel the difference inside you
between having confidence and lacking confi-
dence on the Day of Judgment. Let that experience
sink in.

¢ Now, in your own words, express the value of
knowing how to have confidence on the Day of
Judgment.
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you that your judgment is good
and right. Thank you also that | can have confi-
dence on the day I stand before your judgment seat.
My life is open before you. Teach me your Word and
place it deep in my heart, so I live my life in a way
that pleases you and leads to rewards from your
hand on that day. Spirit of grace, empower my ac-
tions and make my life a testimony of your glory,

truth, and love.

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 4)

Therefore let us go on and get past the elementary stage in
the teachings and doctrine of Christ (the Messiah), advanc-
ing steadily toward the completeness and perfection that
belong to spiritual maturity. Let us not again be laying the
foundation of . .. eternal judgment and punishment. [These
are all matters of which you should have been fully aware
long, long ago.] (Hebrews 6:1-2 AMP)

he author of Hebrews called the subject of eternal judg-
ments one of six elementary stages of Christian teaching.
(I did not list the others in the Scripture passage above.) Really
think about that for a moment. Consider what “elementary”
means in our education system. The elementary principles of
our education system are reading, writing, and arithmetic—
the things you absolutely must know in order to move on to
more specialized subjects. These subjects form the foundation
of our education. This is what eternal judgments should be like
for everyone who believes in Jesus Christ.
If we do not have eternal judgments firmly established in
our understanding, then we will not be capable of building a
proper life in Christ. It could be compared to trying to advance

17



18 DAY 4: ETERNAL DECISIONS

your high school or university education without being able to
read, write, add, or subtract.

God has blessed me with the opportunity to travel a lot to
minister for Him over the past thirty years. One thing I have
found is that understanding the matter of eternal judgments is
far from common. In fact, it is rare, and I'm even talking about
deeply committed Christian leaders. This is even worse when
we consider what the author of Hebrews writes, “These are all
matters of which you should have been fully aware long, long
ago”” As an elementary principle of our faith, eternal judgment
is a subject we should know fully and completely.

I'll tell you what the problem here is and why believers have
not continued to emphasize this truth as the early church did.
It's because, when we see that word “judgment,” we think it
means “‘condemnation.” But let me tell you what it really means.

The word judgment in this verse is the Greek word krima,
and the base definition of this word simply means “a decision”
Read through the verse again and exchange the word judgments
for decisions. That has a much different feel to it, doesn't it?

What we know then, is that there is an appointed day—a
day of judgment. On that day, God will make decisions about
every man and woman who ever lived on Earth. Those deci-
sions are going to be eternal decisions. God is going to weigh
our lives and the decisions He makes, based on His careful
investigation, will be eternally firm.

These truths are foundational for all Christians. They will
impact our lives forever. This is why we have to understand
them going forward.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will
be judged by the law that sets you free. (James 2:12 NLT)

However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not
the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are com-
ing to nothing. (1 Corinthians 2:6)

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need some-
one to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God;
and you have come to need milk and not solid food...But solid
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil. (Hebrews 5:12, 14)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Understanding eternal judgments must be a part
of our foundation as we build our life in Christ.
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N K

Reflecting on the weeks and months after you
came to Jesus, what were the “elementary teach-
ings” you first received?

How are those first teachings you received as a
Christian influenced when you understand that
eternal judgment is an elementary teaching of
Christianity?”

What thoughts did you have when you learned
that “judgment” really speaks about “decisions”?

Father, you are so good! Thank you for putting eter-
nity in my heart. As | look into your Word to discover
what you have already said about eternity, please
give me your grace to make this subject as simple
and clear as reading and writing. | pray, also, for the
rest of your children throughout the world, that we
would return to understanding eternal decisions,

making it an elementary teaching once again.

4 N
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(Inspired by chapter 4)

“Go in through the narrow gate, because the gate to hell is
wide and the road that leads to it is easy, and there are many
who travel it. But the gate to life is narrow and the way that
leads to it is hard, and there are few people who find it”
(Matthew 7:13-14 TEV)

M any pastors and teachers in the church today avoid the
subject of hell, afraid it will make people uncomfort-
able. However, Jesus had no problem talking about hell and
did so often. Our verse for today is just one example of His
many words on the subject. And, according to Jesus, hell is a
very real place.

In fact, the Gospel of Luke records a time when Jesus tells
of an actual incident regarding a rich man and a poor man
named Lazarus. In the story, Jesus reports that a certain poor
man named Lazarus died and was taken to the holding area for
Old Testament saints until Jesus made the way for them into
heaven. The rich man died and was taken to Hades. The full
story is too long for me to tell in full here, but you can read it
for yourselfin Luke 16:19-31. However, here are some bottom-
line truths we learn about hell from this account:

21



22 DAY 5: 1S HELL REAL?

First, hell is a place of conscious torment. The words used
to describe a person’s experience of hell include great pain,
anguish, torment, and agony. It could be none of these things
if those who suffer there were unaware of their pain.

Second, souls are very much still human in hell, maintain-
ing their reasoning faculties, emotions, wills, physical features,
and senses. The rich man demonstrates all of these attributes.

Third, those in hell will have some form of a physical body.
We know this because the rich man longed to have his tongue
cooled with water. Jesus said both body and soul are eternally
destroyed in hell, so we know hell means continual, everlast-
ing torture of the flesh with fire and worms.

Fourth, hell is a merciless place from which no one can
escape. The rich man begs for mercy, but Abraham reminds
him that a chasm exists between hell and all other places so no
one can cross, either to get in or to get out.

Fifth, hell is a place of utter loneliness and hopelessness.
The rich man pleads for Abraham to send Lazarus to his fam-
ily. Why else would he do this unless he was forced to suffer
alone regardless of who else also suffered? Hell's misery is
denied the comfort of company.

This may seem difficult, especially if it is new for you,
but nothing proves stronger to build our faith than God’s
Word. The good news is hell does not need to be your eternal
destination!

Know that hell is a very real reality, but there is unwavering
hope in Jesus. He gives us every reason for confidence.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot
touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and
body in hell” (Matthew 10:28 NLT)

As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was
under them split open; and the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men who
belonged to Korah with their possessions. So they and all that
belonged to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth closed
over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly.
(Numbers 16:31-33 NASB)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Know that hell is a very real reality,
but there is unwavering hope in Jesus.
He gives us every reason for confidence.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ How is Jesus’ description of hell different, if at all,
from how you have understood hell?

¢ Describe your feelings or thoughts as you read
what hell is like.

* How does knowing the realities of hell affect your
motivation to live for heaven?
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you for giving us a clear descrip-
tion of hell. Thank you for your mercy that saves
me from hell! | put my hope in you alone to save me
from that terrible eternity. Please help me to see
this as clearly as you do. Help me to never forget
this truth, or to ever let it become dull inside me. In-
stead, please make this reality firm in my heart, not
to shake my own confidence in you, but to help me
remain faithful. Let your Word have its full effect
in me, and let my witness lead many more to your

salvation.

4

%




-= Il =~

(inspired by chapter 4)

“But cowards who turn back from following me [Jesus],
and those who are unfaithful to me, and the corrupt, and
murderers, and the immoral, and those conversing with
demons, and idol worshipers and all liars—their doom is
in the Lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This is the Sec-
ond Death.” (Revelation 21:8 TLB)

he picture we examined on Day 5 shows the holding

place for those who are not saved until they are judged.
Only after their judgment do they go to their eternal punish-
ment, a place that is much worse.

Jesus Himself tells us of this place in our verse today, intro-
ducing us to the “Lake that burns with fire and sulfur” This is
yet another sobering description of what waits for those who
reject the truth of Jesus and a life of following Him. Look at
the different groups Jesus lists among those who will be sent
to this Second Death; there are three of them.

First, those who once believed in Jesus but fell away from
Him because of fear. They felt the pressure from the world
around them to lessen their stand for Jesus, they became
embittered through painful experiences, or they failed to fin-
ish what they once began. Their end will be the Lake of Fire.

25



26 DAY 6: THE SECOND DEATH

Second, we see those who are unfaithful to Jesus. Many
profess a love for Jesus, but do not live according to what they
profess and in fact deny Him by what they do. These so-called
believers will stand before Jesus and plead with Him, saying,
“I went to church! I even became involved in many activities!”
Jesus will not have mercy on these whose faith did not carry
them into action.

Third, we see those who never followed Jesus at all. Most
church goers think this is the only group who will be sentenced
to the Lake of Fire, but they are wrong. Jesus is quite clear.

This Second Death is a place of unbearable, unimaginable,
indescribable pain and torment. We know from Scripture this
suffering is an everlasting punishment (Matthew 25:46) and
will not cease day or night (Revelation 20:10). We know it
is a place where a person’s flesh is continually consumed by
worms that don't die. They are always being eaten by worms
and always being consumed by the flames.

And we know this place was never meant for humans. It
is, in fact, the place designed for Satan and his fallen angels.

None of these truths are cheerful, but would you rather
be ignorant of them? It is Jesus” kindness to warn us of such
terrible dangers so that we may avoid them. Let us heed His
warning and remain faithful to the end!
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“And I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated upon it
... And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and
Hades (the realm of the dead) surrendered the dead who were
in them; and they were judged and sentenced, every one accord-
ing to their deeds. Then death and Hades [the realm of the dead]
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake
of fire [the eternal separation from God]. And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the Book of Life, he was hurled into the
lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11, 13-15 AMP)

“And if your eye makes you lose your faith, take it out! It is better
for you to enter the Kingdom of God with only one eye than to
keep both eyes and be thrown into hell. There ‘the worms that eat

them never die, and the fire that burns them is never put out!
(Mark 9:47-48 TEV)

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Matthew 25:41)

ETERNITY TRUTH

The only people safe from the Lake of Fire are

those who remain faithful to Jesus until the end.
It is Jesus’ kindness to warn us of such terrible
dangers so that we may avoid them.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Do Jesus’ teachings on hell surprise you? Why or
why not?

¢ How does what the Bible says about the Lake of
Fire impact your life?

¢ Ifyou could ask God one question about the Lake
of Fire, what would it be?

aV,
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PRAYER

Father God, hearing that Christians can still be in
danger of spending eternity in the Lake of Fire is
honestly a bit frightening. But thank you for your
grace, that you earnestly desire my salvation and
work for me and with me to help me endure to the
end. Please help me guard my heart from offense
and bitterness that could make my love for you grow
cold. | choose instead to pursue you wholehearted-

ly, to fix my gaze on you and never look back!

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 4)

“Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would
fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it
might be well with them and with their children forever!”
(Deuteronomy 5:29)

f hell frightens you, that would be completely under-

standable! I fully believe there is a good kind of fear, and
the fear of hell is that kind. As a well-known rock star friend
of mine once told me, it wasn’t the love of God that made him
turn to Jesus. It was the fear of hell that did it.

But it isn't God’s plan for us to live in fear. His plan is for us
to know confidently that we have hope in Him on the Day of
Judgment. Even if you know Jesus, I encourage you to look at
this good news through your new understanding of what you
have been saved from.

The hope we have, despite the terrors of hell, started in an
unlikely place: the very moment when the first man, Adam,
chose to sin. That decision determined that all his descen-
dants would become slaves to Satan and to sin. Just after Adam
sinned, God promised to send a Savior.

Thousands of years later at the perfect time, God sent

29



30 DAY 7: HOPE IN JESUS

Jesus into the world, born of a virgin so He was not Adam’s
descendant and did not then inherit a sinful nature. Jesus lived
a perfect life, then willingly died as a blood sacrifice to pay for
your debt and mine, a debt we never could pay on our own.
His sacrifice sets us free from our old sin nature and makes
us new.

God’s good news is truly simple. Jesus made a trade with
us. He exchanged our fate for His. He took our sin, but gave us
His righteousness. He descended to Hades, but rose again to
go ahead of us to heaven and into eternity.

Eternal life is simply to know Jesus, to put our trust in His
work instead of ours, and to follow Him to the end. Follow
Him today and never give up your faith.



DAY 7: HOPE IN JESUS 31

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“Therefore, [King David] being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, ac-
cording to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his
throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of
the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh
see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses.” (Acts 2:30-32)

God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast
about it. (Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Jesus came to save us from paying the
eternal penalty of sin, which was originally

intended for Satan and his cohorts. His life being

given for us reveals the amazing love of God.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ When you consider what Jesus went through to
purchase your salvation, what stands out to you
the most? Why?

¢ What does it mean to you that Jesus went to Hades
for a time, now that you understand what Hades is?

¢ Describe the hope you have in Jesus in your own
words.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, how can | even begin to thank you
enough for the hope you offer me? | was the rebel.
I was full of sin. And you were blameless, complete-
ly perfect. Not to mention that you are God and /
am just one person. But you died for me! Whether
for the first time or simply with new understanding,
| receive your sacrifice on my behalf. | receive your
life and your righteousness. | exchange my old sin-
ful nature for your sinless nature. Fill me with your
Holy Spirit and make me your child. Thank you for

not leaving me alone. Thank you for giving me hope

now and always!

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 5)

“You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the
tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad.
You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die
the same day” (Genesis 2:16-17 TEV)

od does not open heaven for those who simply call

themselves Christians; He opens it only for those who
have become Christians in truth by following Jesus and His
teachings.

True Christianity begins with the goodness of God. In
the beginning, God created Adam and Eve within a world
designed for His presence. His desire was for us to never taste
of the curse designed for Satan alone—the curse of separation
from God. Yet that world only had value if mankind had the
genuine authority to choose for themselves. That's why God
placed within the Garden of Eden a tree that offered mankind
a choice. Would they choose fellowship with Him and life, or
would they choose their own way and death?

We know the choice they made. Satan came, tempted Eve,
and deceived her. She ate the forbidden fruit. Adam also ate,
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and his sin was worse because he was not deceived (1 Timo-
thy 2:14). He rebelled. This rebellion sentenced all mankind
to become enslaved to Satan and inherit a nature of sin. More
than that, it subjected all of creation to a curse of futility and
death. There was no death or decay until Adam sinned. Torna-
does, earthquakes, hurricanes, famines, disease, and pestilence
didn’t exist until sin entered the world. These all resulted from
man not guarding what God entrusted to his care and choos-
ing to go his own way instead.

Nature was cursed because of Adam’s insubordination.
Adam failed to protect his family and he failed to protect the
world God gave him to tend. This was rebellion, treachery,
and treason! If God had chosen to send all mankind into the
Lake of Fire along with Satan and his angels at that point, He
would have been just in doing so.

Yet instead, God chose to send His Son, Jesus, to suffer
with us and for us. Jesus took the brunt of the punishment for
our sins upon Himself. He chose to endure with us patiently.
He chose to leave His throne and become our Redeemer. That
is the goodness and love of God extended to save us.

That is the context of our salvation. We cannot talk about
being saved unless we clearly understand what we are being
saved from or until we know the nature of the One who saved
us.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Against its will, everything on earth was subjected to God’s curse.
All creation anticipates the day when it will join God’s children in
glorious freedom from death and decay. (Romans 8:20-21 NLT)

Heaven belongs to the Lord alone, but he gave the earth to man.
(Psalm 115:16 TEV)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Jesus chose to leave His throne and

become our Redeemer, taking our punishment

upon Himself. What an expression of
His goodness and His love!
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ Imagine someone doing to you what Adam did to
God. How would you respond?
¢ If someone did to you what Adam did to God,
what would it feel like to give your own son’s life
for them?

¢ Describe the love that’s powerful enough to com-
pel God to give His Son to cover our betrayal.
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PRAYER

Father God, | don’t want to just move past my past.
| want to remember the life | was born into—a life of
sin and slavery. | want to remember what Adam did
to you, what all humans have done to you, and what
I have done to you. | want to remember those things
so | can know how truly good you are. Show me what
I have been saved from and the glory of what | have
been saved into. | want to see you for who you are.
Thank you for saving me and setting me free! Fill me
with your love and teach me to be a vessel of your

outrageous goodness to others.

4 N
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(inspired by chapter 5)

When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand
new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life
has begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17 TLB)

any Christians have no idea of just how saved they real-
ly are. This deception can lead to unfruitful living that
puts eternity in jeopardy for those who think they are safe.

The deception these people believe is that they keep their
old life when they become a Christian. But Scripture is quite
clear, telling us directly that anyone who has become a Chris-
tian is completely recreated from scratch. They are a new
creation; they are at the beginning of a brand new life.

This means they no longer have to be subject to the old
sin nature they inherited from their forefather, Adam. Instead,
they have a new nature—the nature of Jesus. As Christians, we
are no longer slaves to sin. We are free.

When we receive Christ Jesus, we experience a spiritual
death and resurrection. Our old self is crucified with Jesus on
the cross and we become a brand new person. This is what it
means to be born again. We are truly and wonderfully born a
second time, and this time born into true life in Jesus. When
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our old life died, all that was sinful lost its power over us. We
died to the power of sin.

It makes no sense for a Christian to malign a non-Chris-
tian for the way they live. How could we expect godliness from
someone who is enslaved to sin? But what is even more unnat-
ural is for a Christian to continue living in sin! If someone
declares with their words that Jesus is their Lord, but in their
actions they do not follow Him, then they prove they are lying
and their words have neither value nor power. If Jesus is truly
in someone’s life, He will manifest in them the fruit of His
presence through their transformed life.

Jesus even warned us to be careful to watch for the fruit of
our lives and the lives of those around us. He said we can know
a tree by its fruit, that bad trees cannot produce good fruit and
good trees cannot produce bad fruit. If the fruit of someone’s
life is sin, they have not yet been redeemed by Jesus no matter
how much they think they are saved.

This isn’t about how often a person goes to church or how
religious they are. This is a question of what they do in their
lives. Is their fruit selfless and kingdom-focused? Or is their
fruit selfish and worldly?

One of the biggest reasons so many self-proclaimed Chris-
tians still bear the fruit of their old life is they believe the lie
that sin still controls them. Once they understand how saved
they really are, knowing they are fully new creations, suddenly
their old habits of sin fall away.

Christians are not just saved for heaven one day. They are
saved from the influence of sin right now, and their lives prove
God'’s saving power.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Don't love the world’s ways. Don't love the world’s goods. Love of
the world squeezes out love for the Father. Practically everything
that goes on in the world—wanting your own way, wanting every-
thing for yourself, wanting to appear important—has nothing to do
with the Father. It just isolates you from him. The world and all its
wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way out—but whoever does
what God wants is set for eternity. (1 John 2:15-17 MSG)

“Different kinds of fruit trees can quickly be identified by ex-
amining their fruit. A variety that produces delicious fruit never
produces an inedible kind. And a tree producing an inedible kind
can’t produce what is good. So the trees having the inedible fruit
are chopped down and thrown on the fire. Yes, the way to iden-
tify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit produced” (Matthew
7:17-20 TLB)

And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of
the Father, now we also may live new lives . . . Our old sinful selves
were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our
lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ

we were set free from the power of sin. (Romans 6:4, 6-8 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Christians are not just saved for heaven one day.

They are saved from the influence of sin right
now, and their lives prove God'’s saving power.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ When you were first saved, what were you taught
about your old and new nature?

¢ How did those lessons about your nature impact
what you believed and how you lived?

¢ What does it mean to you to know now that sin
has no power over you?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | can’t believe how good this news is!
You have saved me, not just for heaven someday,
but from the destruction sin brings in my life right
now. | don’t have to put up with it anymore! I'm free
forever! Thank you so much for delivering me from
the evil of my past. | repent now from any way | have
still lived by the lie that sin has power over me and
| take up your truth instead—the truth that | am a
new creation. | am not the person who struggled

with those things. | am brand new!

4 N
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(Inspired by chapter 5)

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 7:21 NIV)

C ould you imagine your spouse saying to you, “I promise

to be faithful to you, along with all the rest of my lov-
ers . . . but you will be first”? Would you accept this level of
commitment? Of course you wouldn't. Yet this is exactly what
many people try to say to Jesus.

In fact, this might even be the most common type of
“conversion” to Christianity today. It comes in the form of
churches where a speaker preaches a message that’s more like
a sales pitch, telling only of the blessings God offers those who
come to Him (which are all true, yet only half the story). The
speaker concludes by cornering his audience with the ques-
tion, “If you were to die tonight, do you know with certainty
that you would go to heaven?” He then asks each person to see
if those around them can answer yes, and if not to lead them
by the arm to the front. Those who respond to this altar call
pray a simple prayer to receive Jesus into their heart.

In this kind of situation, there is no talk of repentance from
disobedient lifestyles, no renouncing of self or the old, sinful
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life. There is a confession of taking Jesus as Savior, but there
has been no heart change. They, like the spouse with many
lovers, are agreeing to make Jesus important in their lives, just
not important enough to commit their lives solely to Him.

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords does not want to
come into anyoness life as second—or even first—among rival
lovers. He will be the one and only, or He will not be at all. He
is not interested in competing with others for our heart. He is
the master, and our lives become His and His alone.

In many nations there is persecution to such an extent that
Christians come to Jesus knowing it will cost them their lives.
Yet in Western cultures, we sell Christianity as a better life and
a way to heaven, deceiving people by not telling them we must
lose our lives, too. No wonder so few Christians understand
the cost of their faith. No wonder so many attend church as
if it were another social club, shifting their membership from
church to church whenever things become too unpleasant.

Our entrance to Christianity is an exchange. We give our
lives completely, but we receive Jesus’ life in return. Jesus does
not suffer us to have divided hearts. He gave Himself to us
completely, He simply requires us to do the same.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“If anyone intends to come after Me, let him deny himself [forget,
ignore, disown, and lose sight of himself and his own interests]
and take up his cross, and [joining Me as a disciple and siding
with My party] follow with Me [continually, cleaving steadfastly
to Me]” (Mark 8:34 AMP)

“If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you
give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News,
you will find true life” (Mark 8:35 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Our entrance to Christianity is an exchange.
We give our lives completely to Jesus, and we
receive true life through Jesus in return.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ In what ways was your conversion to Christianity
similar or different from the situation described
above?

¢ Consider the exchange Jesus offers, both the cost
and what you receive. What does this exchange
mean to you?

¢ What changes do you need to make in your life to
honor the true commitment Jesus requires?
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | want to mean it when | call you “Lord.”
| want my whole heart to get behind those words. To-
day | make the choice afresh to give all of myself to
you, holding nothing back. | make the exchange you
ask for, my life for yours. Take my life. Take all my old
ways of living. Take everything of who | used to be. |
receive your life in return. | receive the grace to live
obedient to your Word. | receive your Spirit to work
in me to bear good fruit. And | declare your lordship
over all areas of my life. Come and have your way in

my home, my family, my work, my hobbies, my posses-

sions, my habits, my relationships, my finances, and

every other part of my life. | am completely yours.
| / : :\ |
~ ~
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(inspired by Chapter 5)

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to
affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God
should be careful to maintain good works. (Titus 3:8)

aith alone is not enough. It’s a tragedy that that state-
ment is controversial in our day, but it is. Yes, we do need
faith, but Scripture is clear—we also need works.

James wrote to make this point, saying, “So then faith that
doesn’t involve actions is phony. But someone might object and
say, ‘One person has faith and another person has works. Go
ahead then and prove to me that you have faith without works
and I will show you faith by my works as proof that I believe.
You can believe all you want that there is one true God, that’s
wonderful! But even the demons know this and tremble with
fear before him, yet they’re unchanged—they remain demons”
(James 2:17-19 TPT). Consider this! If a Christian is saved
by believing in Jesus alone, without corresponding works of
obedience, then every single demon should also be saved, yet
they remain unchanged.

Please don’t misunderstand me: without faith our works
are nothing—no one could ever earn salvation through good
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works. But without the evidence of good works, God’s saving
power isn't a reality in our lives.

We find this truth throughout Scripture. Paul wrote to
Titus, a man who led a church, telling him to “affirm con-
stantly” that faith must carry over into good works (Titus 3:8).
How many churches today apply Paul’s advice? How many
of them ever affirm the importance of good works, let alone
Paul’s standard of constancy in this issue?

Christians must be vigilant to keep this truth about the
importance of good work and proclaim it often. When we
don't, our lives can become out of balance and, as a result, we
are not being faithful to witness to those around us, risking
instead that they might suffer eternity away from God. Jesus
Himself told us that many will call Him by name and say to
Him, “Lord, Lord,” but He will send them away because He
never knew them (Matthew 7:22-23). Paul also wrote that it
was only because he carefully preached the “whole counsel of
God” that he would be innocent, with no one’s blood on his
hands (Acts 20:26-27).

Could the church today have blood on its hands because
we have failed to proclaim the whole counsel of God? It doesn’t
have to be this way. Even as we proclaim faith in Jesus, let us
also proclaim a life of good works, a life that reflects the power
of God’s grace and the work of His Spirit.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

For it was only through this wonderful grace that we believed
in him. Nothing we did could ever earn this salvation, for it was
the gracious gift from God that brought us to Christ! So no one
will ever be able to boast, for salvation is never a reward for good
works or human striving. We have become his poetry, a re-created
people that will fulfill the destiny he has given each of us, for
we are joined to Jesus, the Anointed One. Even before we were
born, God planned in advance our destiny and the good works
we would do to fulfill it! (Ephesians 2:8-10 TPT)

Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood
of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole
counsel of God. (Acts 20:26-27)

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your-

selves. (James 1:22)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Without good works there is no evidence
of God's saving power in our lives.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What does it mean to you to truly make Jesus Lord
of your life?

¢ Ask God what good works He is calling you to do.
Write what you feel Him telling you.

¢ What changes do you need to make in your life
to make sure you are “innocent of the blood of all
men” on the Day of Judgment?
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PRAYER

Father God, thank you for giving me this warning.
Thank you for telling me how important it is to be-
lieve that my faith will lead to good works. Please
lead me and guide me into the good works you de-
sire for my life. | want to be found faithful on that
day. Teach me to live in such a way that when | stand
before Jesus, He receives me and declares me faith-
ful. Let me not only call you Lord, but let me live in

obedience to you every day!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 6)

“On the day of judgment many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
don’t you remember us? Didn’t we prophesy in your name?
Didn't we cast out demons and do many miracles for the
sake of your name?’ But I will have to say to them, ‘Go away
from me, you lawless rebels! I've never been joined to you!”
(Matthew 7:22-23 TPT)

fyou or I saw someone casting out demons and doing mir-
acles in Jesus’ name, we would probably assume that person

had a thriving relationship with Jesus. But that’s not what Jesus
said. In fact, He said there would be many who come to Him hav-
ing done those things and He will tell them He never knew them.
I want you to be confident on the day you stand before
Jesus, so we have to understand what Jesus was trying to tell
us. In Matthew 7:22-23, Jesus tells us there will be many who
called on His name to great effect who never actually knew
Him. Jesus calls these people “lawless rebels,” or as the NKJV
translates, “you who practice lawlessness” Someone who is
lawless is someone who simply does not submit to God’s laws
or authority. This is all of us at some point in our lives, even as
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genuine Christians. However, Jesus highlights the difference by
singling out those who practice lawlessness. This indicates that
He is not talking about a baby Christian still learning to become
free from sin or someone who stumbles occasionally, but rather
someone who sins regularly and lacks true repentance.

Many people try to join themselves to Jesus for their own
selfish reasons. Judas saw it as a means of getting ahead in life.
Maybe he expected a big payday when Jesus would, presum-
ably, overthrow the Romans. Regardless of his expectations, he
never waited for Jesus to promote him, but instead regularly
stole from the donations given to Jesus’ ministry. He is the per-
fect example of someone who forms just enough relationship
with Jesus to do miracles and cast out demons (and Judas did
both), but who never submits their heart to His Lordship.

Judas’ problem was that his relationship with Jesus was
self-focused, aimed at promoting himself. A true relationship
with Jesus must be focused on love. We know from Scripture,
“But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him” (1 Cor-
inthians 8:3). Loving God genuinely and unselfishly, being
motivated to please Him, is how we become known by Him.

There are those who make great sacrifices for the ministry,
yet they have never become intimate with Jesus. Their motive,
the truth of what’s in their heart, is what matters. Do they
sacrifice to gain something for themselves? Are they building
their own ministry-kingdom? Or are they building up a love
offering for Jesus? Do they seek to bring Him glory?

Knowing Jesus, and being known by Him, is all about our
heart attitude. What is the motivation of your heart today?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc-
trine which accords with godliness, he is proud, knowing noth-
ing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words,
from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless
wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth,
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such with-
draw yourself. (1 Timothy 5:3-5)

Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one
of you is a devil?” He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
(John 6:70-71)

ETERNITY TRUTH

A true relationship with Jesus must
be focused on love. Loving God genuinely
is how we become known by Him.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ If the measure of our love for Jesus is how obedi-
ent we are to Him, how hot or cold is your love for

Jesus?

¢ Describe the person you know whom you perceive
to have the best relationship with God. How can
you tell they love Jesus?

+  Why would Jesus hold so strictly to only giving
salvation to those who embrace His commands?

2

s

PRAYER

Lord God, you are my only hope for eternal life. |
don’t want to serve you for my own personal gain. |
don’t want to simply build my own kingdom. | want
to build your kingdom and only your kingdom. So
please fill me with your love. | invite you, by your
Holy Spirit, to come touch me with love so | can love
you better. Each day, help me to pursue love and to
not get discouraged along the way. Help me to fix
my heart toward that day when I will stand before

you and live in such a way that it will not be fearful,

but instead be like a meeting of two old friends.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 6)

But when a righteous man turns away from his righteous-
ness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the
abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All
the righteousness which he has done shall not be remem-
bered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty
and the sin which he has committed, because of them he
shall die. (Ezekiel 18:24)

he way into heaven is so narrow that even some who

once were saved will not pass through. Hell is not only
for the deceived (who thought they were saved, but never
were), those who lived a double life (who talked a good talk,
but never fully submitted their lives to Jesus), or those who
always openly rebelled against God, but it is also for those who
used to be saved yet exchanged God’s righteous life for the life
offered by the world.

Ezekiel shows us this potential, telling us that even a “righ-
teous man,” if he permanently turns away from his righteousness
for the sins of a wicked man, will not live. God will forget all that
man’s good works and only remember instead his unfaithfulness.

We often talk of how God forgets our sins when He for-
gives us. This is very true, and it is right for us to teach this,
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but we must also know God can forget our righteousness, too.
When God forgets something, whether our sin or our righ-
teousness, it is as though it never happened. All record of it
is completely gone. If God forgets our righteousness, we have
no relationship with Him. It is severed and we are headed for
eternal separation from Him in the Lake of Fire.

Jesus warned a church of this very fate when speaking to
them directly in Revelation 3:5, saying, “He who overcomes
shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out
his name from the Book of Life” Jesus spoke these words
to a church, not a city, region, or group of people who wor-
shipped idols. He does not promise them that simply because
they prayed a prayer to ask Him into their hearts they will live
forever with Him. Instead He warns them, saying they must
overcome till the end in order to keep their names in the Book
of Life. Otherwise, He will blot out and completely erase their
names. Whoever’s name is not found in the Book of Life will
not receive life everlasting!

In many, if not most, churches around the world, this basic
important teaching would be controversial, yet it is so clear
in Scripture. Salvation begun must also be completed. Righ-
teousness granted can become forgotten. Our eternal home is
not securely decided until we step foot into it, and once we do,
we will remain there forever.

Continue pursuing Jesus today and every day. Abide in Him
and let His Holy Spirit transform your life. Then, with all pru-
dence, maintain your relationship with Him throughout all your
earthly days. Only then when you have overcome does Jesus
promise you will find your name written in the Book of Life.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a
multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20)

Anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire. (Revelation 20:15)

A man who wanders out of the way of understanding shall abide in
the congregation of the spirits (of the dead). (Proverbs 21:16 AMP)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Salvation begun must also be completed.
Righteousness granted can become forgotten.
Our eternal home is not securely decided

until we step foot into it, and once we do,

we will remain there forever.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Imagine reaching the judgment seat and finding
your name was removed from the Book of Life.
Describe what that moment would be like for you.

¢ Now imagine reaching the judgment seat and
hearing that you have overcome and your name
is written in the Book of Life. Describe what that
moment would be like for you.

¢ What can you do to make sure you experience this
second scenario instead of the first?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you for being clear in your Word
about how | need to continue life with you until the
end. While this is sobering, I'd much rather know this
clearly than make assumptions that I'm safe when
I'm not. | want to live as you have commanded me
to, but | need your help. | can’t do this without you!
Holy Spirit please lead, guide, teach, and transform
me as you reveal Jesus to me. | know you are good
and | can trust you to help me every step of the way.

| submit myself to you and trust you to guide me all

the way safely to my eternal home with you.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 6)

If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead
to death, he will ask, and He [Jesus] will give him life for
those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin
leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.
(1 John 5:16)

E very Christian has sinned at some point since coming
to faith in Jesus. So how do we know when we have
sinned so much we are cut off from Jesus and headed for hell?
I want to answer this question clearly, not for the sake of tell-
ing Christians how close they can get to hell without falling
in. That’s the wrong attitude. But many Christians worry they
have fallen from Christ because of their mistakes and need re-
assurance that they have not.

Hebrews 6:4-6 gives us a clear description of the kind of
believer who can fall away or, as our verse today says, commit
sin leading to death. There are three qualifications given to us
for this kind of believer:

First, they must have been enlightened and tasted the heav-
enly gift. All those who have genuinely recognized Jesus for
who He is are those who have been enlightened, and whoever
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then received Him into their lives are those who have tasted
the heavenly gift, for Jesus is that gift.

Second, the person must be filled with the Holy Spirit. It is
the Holy Spirit’s job to conform us to the image of Christ and
remind us of all Jesus taught, so we desperately need His pres-
ence in our lives in order to fulfill Christ’s commands.

Third, this believer must have tasted of the good Word of
God and of the powers of the world to come. This indicates a
measure of profound experience, a genuine touch of God and
hearing of His voice that marks a person and transforms them.
This sort of encounter with God cannot be conjured or made
up. It is unmistakable.

What we can see from these qualifications is that God is
not warning baby Christians, but mature believers. Anyone
who has had children can tell you infants do stupid things.
They make messes, mistakes, even reject their parents’ help,
and so it is with baby Christians. They are still learning the
ways of God. But a mature believer is someone who has left
those ways behind, tasted of the goodness of God firsthand,
walked with Him deeply and powerfully, and understands the
work He has done in their lives.

If a believer like that falls away from Jesus, letting the
attractions of the world or difficulties of the walk of faith draw
them away from their first love, there is no hope for them. As
1 John 5:16 says, we are not even to pray for them. Jude 12
tells us they are now twice dead and cannot be again revived.
For this reason, this sort of former believer will never pursue
repentance. They cannot and will not, because repentance is
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a work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and He has left these
former saints. So if you fear you've lost your salvation, but still
wholeheartedly desire to be obedient and close to God, that’s
the work of the Spirit. Take courage because you've not perma-
nently fallen from grace.

If you sin, repent and be free from it. If you see a mature
believer whose love is growing cold, warn them earnestly. Live
soberly, but do not be afraid, because while Christians can
walk away from God, He does not give up easily.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

It is impossible to restore an apostate. For once a person has come
into God’s light, and tasted the gifts of the heavenly realm, and has
received the Holy Spirit, and feasted on the good Word of God,
and has entered into the power of the age that is breaking in, if he
abandons his faith, there is no use even trying to lead him to re-
pentance. By their sin of apostasy they re-crucify the Son of God,
and have publicly repudiated him. (Hebrews 6:4-6 TPT)

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to pres-
ent you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen. (Jude 24-25)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Live soberly, but do not be afraid.
While Christians can walk away from God,
He does not give up easily.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What does the encouragement that God will not
give up on you easily mean to you?

*  When you look at the three marks of a mature
Christian, where do you see these things in your
life?

¢ What changes can you make in your life to pursue

a deeper presence of these marks of maturity?

PRAYER

Father God, it's so good to know that you are pa-
tient with me. Help me not to take your kindness
and patience for granted, but instead to see your
heart and become more like you. Let your grace,
mercy, and peace always cover me, filling me with
the true treasures of your kingdom so | am never en-
ticed by the lesser treasures of this world. | pursue

you today, and | praise you all my days.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 6)

“But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delay-
ing his coming, and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, the master of
that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for
him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him
in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers”
(Luke 12:45-46)

believer may walk away from God, but that does not
mean they will also walk away from the church. When
this happens—and it does happen—it is a doubly dangerous
situation, for now there is a wolf disguised as a sheep among
the flock, looking to benefit himself off those around him.
Jude calls these wolves spots on the body of Christ and
compares them to Cain, Balaam, and Korah, from the Old
Testament (Jude 11, 12). All three of them once had relation-
ships with God, and two were even ministers, but were led
astray through various sins. Cain directly refused to obey God.
Balaam abandoned his love of God to love money instead.
Korah refused to submit to God’s appointed authority. All
three of them fell into sin and walked away from God.
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Koralws story gives us particular warning because his rebel-
lion spread until 250 people were swallowed alive into hell,
while another 14,700 Israelites who followed him were struck
down by a plague. As his sin spread to others, the same can
happen within our churches. This is why our apostolic fathers
so frequently warned us about this kind of people.

One particular danger that I see very commonly in
churches is the danger of bitterness and unforgiveness. This
can become all the more dangerous when there are wolves
prowling and looking to satisfy their own selfish desires.
When one person acts selfishly, it is guaranteed to hurt some-
one, sometimes deeply. When we as believers are hurt or
offended, we have a choice. We can hold on to that bitterness,
or we can forgive.

Yet while we technically do have a choice in this, Jesus
makes His stance clear. He says, “But if you do not forgive,
neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses”
(Mark 11:26). You see that He says, “your Father;” so we know
He is talking to believers, not to unbelievers. To unbelievers
He is still God, whether they acknowledge it or not, but He is
only Father to those who have established a relationship with
Him. It is to us who believe that Jesus gives this dire warn-
ing—if we do not forgive those who sin against us, our Father
will not forgive us our sins against Him.

God’s kingdom advances through forgiveness and rec-
onciliation. If we refuse to forgive, the world will not know
and experience Christ’s forgiveness. We are His ambassadors,
agents of His forgiveness. This is why you’ll find forgiveness
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right in the heart of The Lord’s Prayer: “forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us” (Matthew 6:12 NLT).

Could there be anything more important for us to under-
stand when it comes to walking out our faith? Christians
know we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, but
how many of us also know we must do for others what Christ
has done for us, or our sins will not be forgiven in the end? I
cannot tell you how many times I have prayed for people in
churches who were not able to receive their healing, comfort,
or deliverance simply because they held bitterness and unfor-
giveness in their heart.

What is our response to this? First, stay on guard for those
who have walked away from the Lord, yet remained in the
church. Second, ensure you do not become one of them by
learning the lessons of Cain, Balaam, and Korah. Third, as
Scripture says, let no root of bitterness find a home in you, but
instead forgive so you may also be forgiven.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25)

“And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers un-
til he should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly Father
also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive
his brother his trespasses.” (Matthew 18:34-35)

Watch over each other to make sure that no one misses the reve-
lation of God’s grace. And make sure no one lives with a root of
bitterness sprouting within them which will only cause trouble
and poison the hearts of many. (Hebrews 12:15 TPT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

God’s kingdom advances through forgiveness

and reconciliation. As we forgive, we are His

ambassadors, agents of His forgiveness.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ With such a clear warning about wolves in the
church, how do you pursue discernment while
avoiding suspicion?

¢ What thoughts or feelings did you have as you
read about the importance of forgiving others?

¢ Ask the Lord to show you anyone you need to for-
give (it may be yourself, or even Him). Write down
their names and take time to process forgiveness.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | wish I could say your church was com-
pletely pure, with no spots or wolves among us, but
| know that isn't true yet. | want to be part of the
solution and not the problem. Purify my heart of
anything that would lead me in the ways of Cain,
Balaam, or Korah, and please give me grace as |
work through forgiveness toward those who have
done wrong to me. Let nothing remain hidden in me
that could disqualify me on that day when | see you!
And let nothing hinder me from being the witness

you desire, one fully able to bring you glory!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 7)

He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of
salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord
is the key to this treasure. (Isaiah 33:6 NIV)

esus could hardly have been clearer in His comparison.
7 “Do not fear men, who can merely destroy your body, but
cannot touch your soul,” He said. “Instead, fear God, who has
the power to kill you and then destroy your soul in hell” (Mat-
thew 10:28).

Isn't it interesting to hear these words coming from Jesus?
After all, He is the one who left the glories of heaven and laid
aside equality with God all for the sake of showing us God’s
merciful goodness by taking our sins on the cross. He came so
we could know God’s love and forgiveness. So how is He also
the one telling us we should fear God?

As contradictory as this might seem, it was a regular habit
for Jesus to talk about hell. In fact, Jesus spoke much more often
about hell than about heaven, and for good reason. Proverbs
tells us the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov-
erbs 9:10). Isaiah tells us the fear of the Lord is the key to God’s
salvation, wisdom, and knowledge (Isaiah 33:6). Isaiah also says
that the Messiah (Jesus) would be given the Spirit of the fear of
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the Lord, one of seven names the prophet gives to the Holy Spirit
in that passage (Isaiah 11:1-2). Who would possibly be better
qualified, then, to tell us about the fear of the Lord than Jesus?

When we see Jesus’ warning, it is easy to see the truth in it.
Only God can render our eternal judgment. No one else will
sit on the great throne on that day to make the final proclama-
tion over our destiny. God assigns many jobs to others for them
to faithfully carry out, but this is one He reserves for Himself
alone. His is the absolutely only voice to speak with author-
ity over our eternity, so why would we live to please anyone
else above Him? If we know our actions on earth have conse-
quences in eternity, why wouldn't we live in such a way as to
hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant” on that day?

It is only the fear of the Lord that will guide us into that
kind of wisdom—the wisdom of living for eternity instead of
for this world. We need to firmly understand each of us has an
appointed time that will come when we will be held account-
able for every moment of our life here on Earth. Once we
understand that we will gain the wisdom we need to live life as
God requires. And it is only when we live the life God requires
that we can be sure of the foundation beneath us on that day
of judgment. Godly fear is the key to God’s sure foundation.

Jesus came to show God’s goodness, and in His goodness,
He warned us about hell. This might seem like a contradiction,
but it’s true. It might also seem like a contradiction that the fear
of God leads us to having confidence before Him, yet this is
also true. Godly fear will lead us into God’s presence. And it’s
in God'’s presence that we experience the greatness of His love.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according
to what he has done, whether good or bad. Therefore, knowing the
fear of the Lord, we persuade men. (2 Corinthians 5:10-11 NASB)

“Everyone who hears my teaching and applies it to his life can be
compared to a wise man who built his house on an unshakable
foundation. When the rains fell and the flood came, with fierce
winds beating upon his house, it stood firm because of its strong
foundation. But everyone who hears my teaching and does not
apply it to his life can be compared to a foolish man who built his
house on sand. When it rained and rained and the flood came,
with wind and waves beating upon his house, it collapsed and was
swept away.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Godly fear is the key
to God'’s sure foundation.
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DAY 16: GOOD FEAR

MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ As you contemplate the day you stand before God,

does it produce fear in you? Why or why not?

¢ Describe the connection between wisdom and the
fear of God in your own words.

¢ Explain how the fear of God and the love of God
are not a contradiction.
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PRAYER

Father God, | know that | will one day stand be-
fore you, and that what you say on that day will
determine my fate forever. That's a really sobering
thought for me, and | want to make sure I'm ready
when that day comes. Teach me the fear of the Lord
so that | may also learn wisdom and understanding.
This life is such a short opportunity to prepare for
eternity, but | know you will help me make the most
of it as | submit myself to you. So that is what | do
today—I submit myself to you. Holy Spirit, direct my

heart toward the eternal!

%
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(inspired by Chapter 7)

“Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear
may be before you, so that you may not sin.” (Exodus 20:20)

ow can we have intimacy with the Lord (which He truly
desires) if we are afraid of Him? Is that really what the
fear of the Lord means?

The fear of the Lord and being afraid of the Lord are two
very different things. Moses understood this difference, and
he showed us that they are not the same thing in what he said
at Mount Sinai. The context tells us God had just descended
upon the mountain and spoken the Ten Commandments to
the people of Israel. All the people responded to this magnif-
icent display of God’s power and presence by running away
from Him and pleading with Moses that God would never
speak to them again. They were afraid of God.

It is in that moment when Moses spoke to them, saying,
“Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear
may be before you, so that you may not sin” (Exodus 20:20).
Do you see how he tells them not to be afraid, yet also tells
them God wants the fear of Him to be before them so that they
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may not sin? This shows us the significant difference between
being afraid of God and having the fear of God.

People are only afraid of God because they have something
to hide. We don’t want to be near Him because we are ashamed
of our sin. This was Adam and Eve’s response in the Garden
of Eden. They hid when they heard God coming near to them
because they were afraid. Israel was repeating this same mis-
take as God again drew near to them in the wilderness to
speak to them.

The fear of the Lord, however, is entirely different. When
we are afraid of the Lord, we run from His presence so we can-
not hear His word, but when we have the fear of the Lord we
run to His presence and tremble at His word. Then, because
we tremble at His word, we obey it completely to the end, even
if it hurts, doesn’t make sense, or we don’t see the benefits.

You'll notice the vast difference between Moses and the
rest of Israel. Moses had the fear of the Lord, so he was able to
have fellowship with God, walk right into God’s presence, see
His glory, and hear His words. Then, because Moses trembled
at God’s words, he obeyed them, leaving a legacy of faith we
can still follow today. Israel, on the other hand, being afraid
of God, ran from His presence and within forty days had con-
structed a golden calf to worship instead of the Lord, leaving
us an illustration of failure we can still learn from today.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give
them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for
the good of them and their children after them. And I will make
an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from
doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they
will not depart from Me”” (Jeremiah 32:38-40)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowl-
edge of the Holy One is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools de-
spise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7)

ETERNITY TRUTH

When we are afraid of the Lord, we run from

His presence so we cannot hear His word.

When we have the fear of the Lord, we run
to His presence and tremble at His word.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

+  Would you say you are more afraid of God, or
filled with the fear of the Lord? Why?

¢ What benefits does the fear of the Lord have over
being afraid of God?

¢ What stood out to you the most from the compar-
ison between Moses’ fear of the Lord and Israel
being afraid of God? Why?
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PRAYER

Father God, this is good news to me. I've heard of
the fear of the Lord, but never understood how it’s
different from being afraid of you. Thank you that |
don’t have to be afraid of you, that | can draw near
to you with confidence! Thank you that | can enjoy
your presence as | listen carefully to your words.
Please help me to tremble at your words, that |
will live carefully to do all that you speak to me.
Help me to make time to listen for your words and
give me courage both as | draw near to you and as

| obey you.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 7)

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
(Philippians 2:12)

he fear of the Lord accomplishes something amazing for
us—it keeps us from sin.

Such truth is apparent throughout Scripture. Paul wrote to
the Philippians, telling them, “Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling” Notice that Paul did not tell them
to work out their salvation with love and kindness. Those are
important, even necessary, qualities in the life of a believer, but
not the qualities that keep us from sin.

God, speaking to the nation of Israel through the Old Tes-
tament prophet Jeremiah, said, “They shall be My people, and
I will be their God; then I will give them one heart and one
way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and
their children after them. And I will make an everlasting cov-
enant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them
good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will
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not depart from Me” (Jeremiah 32:38-40). When we become
followers of Jesus, we are grafted into this promise.

Did you see where God said fearing Him forever is good
not just for us, but for our children as well? We might think it
is in our best interest to avoid every kind of fear, but the fear of
the Lord does us good. One might ask why the fear of the Lord
works this way, since it is so counterintuitive; God explains why.
It's because when His fear is in our hearts, we will not depart
from Him. We know there is no good apart from God, so the
fear of the Lord brings us good because it keeps us near Him.

Fear destroys intimacy—any marriage counselor will con-
firm this. But the fear of the Lord enhances our intimacy with
God and everyone else in our world. In a sense, the fear of the
Lord is a sanctified fear leading us to a perfect love.

Moses also understood the role of fear in keeping us near
the Lord. We hear it in his words to Israel, “Do not fear; for
God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you,
so that you may not sin” (Exodus 20:20). He exhorted Israel to
soften their hearts to the fear of the Lord for the very reason
that doing so would keep them from sinning.

Consider what happened in certain lives when they did
not fear God. Lucifer was the lead worship angel in heaven.
He continually beheld and proclaimed the beauty of the Lord,
declaring His splendor and majesty for all creation, yet he did
not fear the Lord, so he sinned and fell from God.

One-third of the angels also fell away from God. Though
they had seen God and served Him by ministering before His
throne, they did not fear Him, so they did not endure forever.
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Adam and Eve also walked with God in His glory. They
fellowshipped with Him and loved Him deeply. Yet all these
things were not enough to keep them from sinning. They did
not fear the Lord, so they did not tremble at His word and
instead sinned against Him.

All these fell because they lacked the fear of the Lord. We
must learn from them. Love God, yes, but while you love God,
fear Him, too.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear
lest any of you seem to have come short of it. (Hebrews 4:1)

Since we are receiving our rights to an unshakeable kingdom we
should be extremely thankful and offer God the purest worship
that delights his heart as we lay down our lives in absolute surren-
der, filled with awe. For our God is a holy, devouring Fire! (He-
brews 12:28-29 TPT)

“He who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22)

ETERNITY TRUTH

The fear of the Lord is a sanctified fear
leading us to a perfect love.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ How do you feel about the statement that it is the

fear of the Lord that keeps us from sin, and not
just our love for God?

¢ Explain in your own words how God does us good

by putting the fear of Him in us.

¢ How could Adam, Eve, Lucifer, and the angels have

been so close to God without learning the fear of
the Lord? How can you avoid their mistake?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you for teaching me such an
important key to living the life you call me to live.
Thank you also for your promise through Jeremiah
that you will be good to me and put the fear of the
Lord in me. I ask you to fulfill this work in me. Teach
me to fear you, to tremble at your words, to work
out my salvation with fear and trembling. Let the
fear of you be always before me so that | may not
sin! Keep me ever close to your heart in this; | do not
want to fall short. Help me to endure all the way to
the end!

4
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(inspired by Chapter 9)

As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be
satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. (Psalm 17:15)

M any people hope their eternal destination will work
itself out, but those who believe in Jesus can know ex-
actly what to expect when they leave this world for the next.
This comes as no surprise. After all, they have begun to taste
their eternal life already.

The very moment a person places their faith in Jesus, they
become a new creation. Their spirit is born again and is recre-
ated in the image of Jesus. This is our first taste of eternal life,
but it is not our last.

Every person is made up of three parts—spirit, soul, and
body. We are spirits with souls (a combination of intellect, will,
and emotion) who live in physical bodies. When our spirits
are born again, we become able to enter God’s throne room in
heaven by the grace of God and the blood of Jesus. We do this
in prayer or through worship. And, once our spirit is saved, the
salvation of our soul begins.

Our soul carries all that we have learned during our earthly
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life through either experiences or formal training, along with
all the emotions associated with these lessons. These can
be good lessons, like those learned from a godly and loving
family, or they can be bad lessons, like those learned through
trauma or abuse. Regardless of what our souls carry in our
moment of salvation, it must be redeemed unto God’s salva-
tion. Our intellect must learn to affirm God’s truth, our will
must become submitted to God’s, and our emotions gloriously
become healed and whole through God’s freedom and wis-
dom. We engage in this process through the Word of God and
our obedience to it. The soul is the only part of man whose
rate of salvation we help determine. The transformation of
our soul is crucial to our finishing well as believers.

Finally, our bodies will be saved. As Paul writes, “So, while
living in this ‘tent, we groan under its burden, not because we
want to die but because we want these new bodies. We crave
for all that is mortal to be swallowed up by eternal life” (2 Cor-
inthians 5:4 TPT). We already feel the tension between the
eternal realm and the temporary one we still live in, for our
spirits have joined the eternal already, but our bodies are still
mortal. Yet we know our bodies are only like tents, temporary
dwellings that will be rolled up by death so that our eternal
spirits can be given a new, eternal body. These new bodies
truly will last forever, never aging, and will have new abilities
just as Jesus did after He was raised from the dead.

If you believe in Jesus, God’s salvation has already begun
and it will one day be completed—spirit, soul, and body. Let
God’s salvation grow in you today.



82 DAY 19: THE FUTURE OF BELIEVERS

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

So then, my beloved brethren...lay aside all filthiness and over-
flow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (James 1:19, 21-22)

For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken
down—when we die and leave these bodies—we will have a home
in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not
by human hands. We grow weary in our present bodies, and we
long for the day when we will put on our heavenly bodies like new
clothing. For we will not be spirits without bodies, but we will put
on new heavenly bodies. Our dying bodies make us groan and
sigh, but it's not that we want to die and have no bodies at all. We
want to slip into our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be
swallowed up by everlasting life. God himself has prepared us for
this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit. So we are
always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in
these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. That is why we live
by believing and not by seeing. Yes, we are fully confident, and we
would rather be away from these bodies, for then we will be at
home with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:1-8 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Those who have truly united themselves
to Jesus have had their spirit reborn and

remade already in this life. This is our first taste

of eternal life, but it is not our last.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ How does it affect the way you view yourself to
know your spirit is already a perfect, new creation?
¢ What are three ways you can change how you en-
gage with God in the process of saving your soul?
¢ Imagine what it will be like when all three parts of
you have been perfectly made new. What do you
think that experience will be like?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | love to meditate on your salvation!
Knowing the future you have purchased for me
gives me hope and encourages me to press deeper
every day into the process of becoming more like
you. Thank you for the promise that every part of
me will be fully recreated and made new! It’s so
amazing how you think of every detail and provide
for my every need, even throughout eternity. Your
goodness never ends! Let my heart never grow dull
as | think about your love toward me in all these
things, and let my awe regarding how you have

saved me only ever grow!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 9)

Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years. (Revelation 20:6)

f you were to go on a long journey, you would look ahead
to where you wanted to go and what you could expect
once you arrived. Knowing these things in advance will always
impact how you travel and the route you take. Why do so many
believers, then, go through life without giving much thought
to what they can expect when they reach their destination?
The truth is that the final destination for all believers is
actually not heaven. Heaven is simply the temporary holding
place for those who have become righteous through faith, just
as Hades is the temporary holding place for those who face
God’s eternal judgment. Heaven will one day pass away and be
made new. When this happens, the Bible calls our new dwell-
ing place the New Jerusalem, or the Heavenly City, which is
built on Mount Zion.
However, before any of us will reach that blessed place
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where we will dwell for eternity, there are two important
periods of time that will follow this Christian age. The first
period is a seven-year period called the Great Tribulation. It is
a time when the Antichrist will be revealed and lead many into
deception. He will oppose every religion and rise up against
God, establishing himself on a throne to be worshiped for a
time. This will be a time of great trouble.

The end of this time will be marked by a great battle. All
those who have chosen rebellion against God by aligning
with the Antichrist will be destroyed in a single day by Jesus,
leading His army of saints. After the battle, Satan and all his
demons will be locked away for one thousand years. Despite
the casualties sure to mount high in this battle, there will still
be multitudes of survivors who gave allegiance to neither
Christ nor the Antichrist.

This leaves two groups of people on earth after the Trib-
ulation—survivors and saints. The saints will have glorified
bodies and will rule with Jesus on the earth. They will relate to
the survivors in a similar manner to how Jesus related to His
disciples after He was raised from the dead. During this time
there will be global, even universal, peace, because this time
will be marked by a great turning of the nations to the Lord.
This will be an incredible time!

Think of what it would be like to be a saint during these
thousand years! First, you would follow Jesus into the most
epic battle of all history, finally ridding the earth of Satan’s
influence. Then, immediately following the battle, you would
be placed in authority over some part of the world, maybe
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even several cities. Then, for the next one thousand years,
your job would be to seek the blessing and prosperity of all
that lies under your authority, leading the inhabitants of that
land to give themselves wholly in worship to God and to raise
them up into His Lordship. And through it all, you would have
access to Jesus Himself, who will also remain physically upon
the earth.

This is the future for all who believe in Jesus and endure to
the end. Can you imagine it?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

In the last days, the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem will become
the most important place on earth. People from all over the world
will go there to worship. Many nations will come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God
of Israel. There he will teach us his ways, so that we may obey
him?” For in those days the Lord’s teaching and his word will go
out from Jerusalem. The Lord will settle international disputes.
All the nations will beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks. All wars will stop, and military train-
ing will come to an end. Everyone will live quietly in their own
homes in peace and prosperity, for there will be nothing to fear.
The Lord Almighty has promised this! (Micah 4:1-4 NLT)

Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who re-
ceived the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brim-
stone. And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded
from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds
were filled with their flesh. (Revelation 19:20-21)

ETERNITY TRUTH

The final destination for all believers
is actually not heaven. Even heaven will
one day pass away and be made new.




88 DAY 20: THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Did anything in this description of what will
happen at the very end of history surprise you?
How so?

¢ While some take dogmatic positions about when
Jesus will come for those who believe, what is
most important is that we are ready when He does
finally come. How can you ensure you are ready?

¢ What stood out to you the most in the descrip-
tions of the millennial kingdom? What made this
stand out to you?
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, you are the conquering King! I look for-
ward to the day when you place all your enemies
under your feet. My heart leaps knowing that | will
get to stand with you on that day. Thank you that |
can look forward to that day with confidence! But,
| know there are many around me who cannot have
that same confidence. Please help me be a voice
of loving warning to them. Give me your heart for

these people so that | can become an agent of your

light and hope.
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(inspired by Chapter 9)

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away.” (Revelation 21:1)

hen a man in America gets married, he chooses a ring

for his wife with the most precious stone he can find.
Jesus is planning something similar. However, as is often the
case with Jesus, He is lavishly going above and beyond in what
He will give His bride.

Jesus’ bride is more than just the church. While the church
is all those who believed in Him and endured to the end, His
bride is comprised of all those ransomed of the Lord from
Adam to those brought into glory by Christ’s second coming.
When God makes a final end to the present heaven and earth,
causing both to be consumed in a great fire, He will bring forth
a new heaven and earth.

This new heaven, which Scripture calls the New Jerusalem,
will descend from above to actually rest eternally on the new
earth. And what a city it will be! The foundations of the city
are inlaid with twelve kinds of precious stones, while the walls
themselves also sparkle like a gem. There are twelve gates made
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of gigantic pearls, and the whole thing radiates with the glory
of God! The stature of the city will be almost unimaginable—
walls that are 216 feet thick and spread 1,400 miles high, deep,
and broad. Inside the city, every street is made of the purest
gold, so pure it is transparent. We cannot even begin to imag-
ine the splendor, radiance, and opulence of this city, yet Jesus
promises to give it to us as our new home.

God sits enthroned in the very center of this city and is its
source of light. There is never night and never any need for a
sun. Even as God is enthroned forever, the saints will also rule
with Him forever and ever.

The river of life runs through the city clear as crystal from
the throne of God. Trees of life grow on the banks of the river,
bearing twelve different kinds of fruit, one each month. The
leaves of the trees are used to heal the nations.

As wonderful as all these things are, the best is this, that
we will be with God for all eternity. We will see Him face-to-
face, a privilege even Moses was not given! This is the ultimate
blessing of the New Jerusalem—being perfectly united with
the One we have served, loved, and longed for our whole lives.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the
same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men. (2 Peter 3:7)

“Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth—so wonderful
that no one will even think about the old ones anymore. Be glad;
rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I will create Jerusalem
as a place of happiness. Her people [the redeemed saints] will be a
source of joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and delight in my people.
And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard no more”
(Isaiah 65:17-19 NLT)

The nations of the earth will walk in [the New Jerusalem’s] light,
and the rulers of the world will come and bring their glory to it.
Its gates never close at the end of day because there is no night.
And all the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city.
(Revelation 21:24-26 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

This is the ultimate blessing of the

New Jerusalem—being perfectly united
with the One we have served, loved,
and longed for our whole lives.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Which aspect of the new heaven and earth are you

looking forward to the most. Why?

¢ When you consider all God has planned for His
bride, what does it reveal to you about Him?

¢ Those in the new heaven will rule with Jesus.
Describe how you imagine this will be.
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PRAYER

Father God, even with how much you describe the
home you are creating for me, it’s hard for me to
imagine what it will be like. Every part of that heav-
enly city is packed with more life than | have ever
experienced even for a moment in this world. That
you are going to promote me to a place of authori-
ty alongside you in your kingdom is truly humbling.
Most of all, I can hardly believe | will get to see you,
to know you as you know me, deeply and complete-
ly. Lord, come soon, and empower me to live worthy

of the home you are preparing for me!

%
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(inspired by Chapter 10)

But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ...So then each of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God. (Romans 14:10, 12)

H ow terrible would it be to reach the beginning of eternity
and find all you thought you knew about it was wrong?
Many believers are in this condition and they do not know it.

I meet Christians everywhere I go who assume heaven will
be the same for all of us. They believe judgment is only for
unbelievers—that because they have placed their faith in Jesus
they have escaped all trials of their own. Their assumptions
lead them to believe all believers receive an identical eternal
reward. This simply is not what the Scripture teaches.

Quite to the contrary, there will be a judgment for believers
as well as unbelievers, though they are two very different judg-
ments. The judgment for unbelievers is known as the Great
White Throne Judgment and it is a judgment of condemna-
tion. All who stand before this throne will answer to Jesus for
their lives and unbelief. If their name is not found written in
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the book of Life, they are immediately thrown into the Lake of
Fire where they will suffer eternally.

The judgment for believers is vastly different, but we must
understand it, for we will all face it one day. I believe Scripture
clearly says this judgment will happen long before the judgment
of the unsaved, perhaps before the millennial reign of Jesus in
Jerusalem. What we do know for certain is that every believer
will face this day and will have to answer for their deeds in life.

You might be thinking, “I thought we were saved apart
from our works. Why will I be judged for my works?” Youre
right, we are saved by grace alone, completely based on Jesus’
work for us on the cross. None of our works can save us, but
it is impossible for us to be faithful to the salvation God gives
us without good works. Paul described this very clearly to the
Corinthians, saying Jesus is our only foundation, but we all
must choose carefully how we build on that foundation.

Paul goes on to say we build on a foundation through every
choice we make every day of our lives. We can build with gold,
silver, and precious stones, or we can build with wood, hay,
and straw. Everyone’s works will be tested with fire on that day,
and those who built with wood, hay, and straw will watch their
fleshly works burn up. Paul warns that those believers will still
be saved, but barely, as those who just make it through flames.
Those who built wisely, however, by allowing God’s Word to
work in their heart and guide their steps through life, will
watch as God’s fire proves their work as sure. These will then
move on to great reward.

Judgment is sure for everyone, both believer and unbe-
liever. Live in such a way as to be ready.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

We are coworkers with God and you are God’s cultivated garden,
the house he is building. God has given me unique gifts as a skilled
master builder who lays a good foundation. Afterward another
craftsman comes and builds on it. So builders beware! Let every
builder do his work carefully, according to God’s standards. For
no one is empowered to lay an alternative foundation other than
the good foundation that exists, which is Jesus Christ! The qual-
ity of materials used by anyone building on this foundation will
soon be made apparent, whether it has been built with gold, silver,
and costly stones, or wood, hay, and straw. Their work will soon
become evident, for the Day will make it clear, because it will be
revealed by blazing fire! And the fire will test and prove the work-
manship of each builder. If his work stands the test of fire, he will
be rewarded. If his work is consumed by the fire, he will suffer
great loss. Yet he himself will barely escape destruction, like one
being rescued out of a burning house. (1 Corinthians 3:9-15 TPT)

So whether we live or die we make it our life’s passion to live our
lives pleasing to him. For one day we will all be openly revealed
before Christ on his throne so that each of us will be duly recom-
pensed for our actions done in life, whether good or worthless. (2
Corinthians 5:9-10 TPT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Judgment is sure for everyone, both believer
and unbeliever. Live in such a way as to be ready.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

+  How does knowing you will face judgment for
your actions one day change the way you think
about your life?

¢ Describe in your own words the difference
between the judgment of unbelievers and the
judgment of believers.

¢ What does it mean to build with gold, silver, and
precious stones? How can you make sure you are
doing this in your life?

PRAYER

Holy Spirit, Jesus said you would lead us into all
truth. He promised you would remind us of the things
He spoke. As | understand that | will face judgment
one day, | know | need you to do this work in my life.
I need you to teach me what you desire in my life. |
need you to wash over me to remove anything in me
that hinders me from living faithfully to your call. |
need you to establish your heart and passions in me,
so my life is no longer mine to live as | please, but
now | live for you and you alone. Teach me to live ina
way that you will find faithful on that day!

~

)
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(inspired by Chapter 10)

You also must run in such a way that you will win. All ath-
letes practice strict self-control. They do it to win a prize
that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run
straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I am not like
a boxer who misses his punches. I discipline my body like
an athlete, training it to do what it should. (1 Corinthians
9:24-27 NLT)

f you knew you had one day to determine where you

would live, what house you had, how much money you
possessed, the car you would drive, and the people you worked
with for the next million years, would it change how you lived
in that one day? This is similar to the opportunity we have as
believers to make the most of our eternity.

Judgment is sure for every human being, believer and
unbeliever alike. Unbelievers will one day receive a judgment
of condemnation, sentencing them to eternity in the Lake of
Fire. Believers, however, will receive a different judgment. We
must know that a judgment is, at its roots, simply a decision
based on careful investigation. Every day Jesus is making a
careful investigation of our choices and one day we will stand
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before Him to hear His decision based on those choices. Ulti-
mately, we are saved only by faith in Him, but our faithfulness
to work out that salvation by doing good with our lives and liv-
ing by His Word will determine the quality of our eternity. Or
to say it another way, our faith in Jesus determines where we
spend eternity, but our faithfulness to His Word determines
how we spend eternity.

The decisions Jesus will make on His judgment seat are
eternal, lasting forever without any possibility of change or
alteration, yet He will make those decisions based on our
choices during this brief span of time we call life on earth. I
remember from my basic math classes that anything divided
by infinity is zero. Eighty years divided by infinity is zero, and
one million years divided by infinity is still zero. No finite
number can compare to eternity.

That is the state of our lives here on earth. It is so short
compared to eternity it's essentially zero. That is how com-
paratively long the decisions we make today will matter. How
foolish must we be, then, to allow the distractions and fears of
this life to wear away at our faithfulness to God and His Word.

We need to take up the same attitude as Paul, who spoke of
athletes who carefully discipline their bodies to receive a prize
that will fade and wither, but we race after a prize that will last
forever. If the athletes of this world so consume themselves
with diligence for temporary things, how much more should
we cultivate the same all-consuming focus and diligence to

chase after and win Christ’s eternal victory?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

But you don’t have a clue what tomorrow may bring. For your
fleeting life is but a warm breath of air that is visible in the cold
only for a moment and then vanishes! (James 4:14)

But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show con-
tempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ...So then each of us shall give account of himself to
God. (Romans 14:10, 12)

“His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many
things. Enter into the joy of your lord”” (Matthew 25:21)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Our faith in Jesus determines where
we spend eternity, but our faithfulness to

His Word determines how we spend eternity.
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K MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ The disciplines of an athlete are easy to see in how
they practice, train, and manage their diet. How
does a Christian train in a similar way for a godly
life?

¢ When you learn these truths about eternity, what
stands out to you the most? Why?

¢ Imagine you were sitting with a child to lay these
truths as a foundation for their lives from the
beginning. What would you say to them?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, you are a good judge, and | know the
decisions you make about my life will be just. You
already show me your goodness simply by telling
me how to be ready for that day, by encouraging
me that | can set myself up for great reward on that
day! You tell me that it’s okay to run to win eternally,
to push myself hard in this short life so | will receive
areward that lasts forever. Please help me to live in
such a way that not only qualifies for a great prize

throughout eternity, but that also inspires many

others to do the same.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 10)

“For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor any-
thing hidden that will not be known and come to light.
Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him
more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what
he seems to have will be taken from him.” (Luke 8:17-18)

hen children are young, parents almost never stop say-

ing, “Be careful! Don’t jump off the furniture. Don't
climb on the counter. Don'’t touch the pan of cookies that just
came out of the oven”

Like a parent, Jesus often tells us to be careful about things
that He knows would bring us harm, but of which we are igno-
rant. In one such verse, Jesus says, “Be careful how you hear”
(Matthew 8:18). He is telling us to be careful of how we listen
to His Word. Do we listen passively or attentively? Do we trem-
ble at His word? Do we have honor toward Him when we hear
Him? Or do we give heed equally to other voices as much as we
do His? If we will pay attention to this one simple thing Jesus
teaches us, we can gain valuable insight into how to prepare our-
selves for the Day of Judgment when we will stand before Him.

Jesus mercifully gives us advance notice, saying, “Nothing
is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that
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will not be known and come to light” (Matthew 8:17). This
is the reason He tells us to take care how we hear: every last
detail of our lives—inwardly and outwardly—will one day be
made known to all creation. This is a guarantee; everything
will be exposed, not just our outward actions, but also our
inward thoughts, intentions, and motives.

God calls us now to be courageous by choosing to enter
His light. Doing so will allow His Word to expose our hearts
privately, sifting through our intentions and motivations as
only His Word can, and allowing Him to shape our hearts. We
are to do this now so that when everything becomes publicly
brought to light at the Day of Judgment it can be an occasion
of celebration and not rebuke. Consider what is possible here.
We know that our spirits are made new when we turn to Jesus
in faith. The innermost part of our being is recreated in His
likeness and the influence of sin is broken off our lives. This
is all true, so think about this: If Jesus were to have the private
intentions and motives of His heart exposed before all, would it
bring shame or would it only make His goodness known to all?

If we allow God to sift our hearts with His Word now, He
will transform us to be like Jesus until all that remains to be
exposed publicly can only bring us joy, as we celebrate with Him
that we took the opportunity to make wise choices and build a
heavenly reward. But if we wait until Judgment Day to let Him
expose our hearts it will be an experience of loss when we real-
ize just how many opportunities we missed to live for Christ.

Jesus knew all of this was coming. That's why He told us to be
careful how we hear. How are you listening to God’s words today?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

But when anything is exposed and reproved by the light, it is
made visible and clear. (Ephesians 5:13 AMP)

“And here is the basis for their judgment: The Light of God has
now come into the world, but the hearts of people love their dark-
ness more than the Light, because they want the darkness to con-
ceal their evil. So the wicked hate the Light and try to hide from
it, for their lives are fully exposed in the Light. But those who love
the Truth will come out into the Light and welcome its exposure,
for the Light will reveal that their fruitful works were produced by
God?” (John 3:19-21 TPT)

So do not make any hasty or premature judgments before the
time when the Lord comes [again], for He will both bring to light
the secret things that are [now hidden] in darkness and disclose
and expose the [secret] aims (motives and purposes) of hearts.
Then every man will receive his [due] commendation from God.
(1 Corinthians 4:5 AMP)

ETERNITY TRUTH

If we allow God to sift our hearts with
His Word now, He will transform us to be
like Jesus until all that remains to be

exposed publicly can only bring us joy.
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K MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What does it reveal to you about God that He
would warn us that everything about us will one
day be exposed?

¢ Identify behavior patterns in your life you would
not want revealed at the judgment seat. Repent and
humble yourself before God, and He will redeem
your mistakes and give you the grace you need.

¢ Describe in your own words what it means to be
careful how you listen.

PRAYER
Father God, thank you that you will one day ex-
pose all the thoughts and intentions of my heart. |
know that day can be a day of celebration, while at
the same time a day of glory for you because the
only way there is anything good in my heart is be-
cause you put it there. | invite you as earnestly as
| know how to shine your light on me now. Please
reveal anything in me that is not as it should be and
change it into your likeness, so my judgment day

can be a day of celebration. Thank you for working

in me to make this happen!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 10)

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your
calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will
never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eter-
nal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter
1:10-11 NIV)

od has given us a haunting description of what will hap-

pen to many believers when they stand before Him on
the Day of Judgment. He tells us that many will stand before
Him on that day only to watch as all they built with their lives
is burned into nothing. In the end, they are saved, but just
barely.

Perhaps it’s difficult to relate this situation to our own lives
without an example, so imagine this scenario with me. I know
many wise people who have followed a particular course for
their lives, which was intended to prepare them for retirement.
They work hard through college to earn high scores so they
can land a good job. Then, having succeeded in getting a good
job, they immediately begin working toward buying a home
so they can build equity. Soon they are taking extra money
from their income and investing it in a retirement fund, even
beyond what they continue to save in their own bank account.
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All these things are wise choices intended to make sure they
will be provided for during their retirement years.

But imagine with me that on the very day one of these wise
persons retires, Social Security goes bankrupt so that it has no
funds left to give him on a monthly basis. Next, the stock market
crashes so he no longer has any value in the investments he has
so carefully made over the years. On top of that, the bank where
he has held all his money closes, that very same day, so he can-
not access all he has saved. As if all these things were not enough
disaster, he wakes up that morning with flames in his home. His
house is on fire and he barely escapes with just the clothes on his
back. Not only that, he learns that very day his insurance com-
pany has no remaining funds to cover his losses. He has spent
his entire life planning for a retirement he expected to start that
day, but instead he is left completely destitute and with noth-
ing but his life. In mere moments, everything this person spent
their life working for is gone with no hope of restoring it.

As sad as this picture is for us to imagine, it’s still better
than what awaits many Christians who have no idea that their
actions in life determine their investment toward eternity.
At least in our imaginary scenario, all the losses are tempo-
ral, earthly losses, and if that person has lived their life wisely
before God they can still anticipate their heavenly reward. But
someone who has wasted their earthly life and not planned
ahead for their eternity has nothing waiting for them, except
barely their salvation.

Your life is before you and your eternity has yet to begin.
Live wisely today to plan for an eternity filled with reward.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Or, to put it another way, you are God’s house...Take particular
care in picking out your building materials. Eventually there is
going to be an inspection. If you use cheap or inferior materials,
you’ll be found out. The inspection will be thorough and rigor-
ous. You won't get by with a thing. If your work passes inspection,
fine; if it doesn't, your part of the building will be torn out and
started over. But you won’t be torn out; you'll survive—but just
barely. (1 Corinthians 3:9; 12-15 MSG)

Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been mirac-
ulously given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately,
the One who invited us to God...So don’tlose a minute in building
on what you've been given, complementing your basic faith with
good character, spiritual understanding, alert discipline, passion-
ate patience, reverent wonder, warm friendliness, and generous
love, each dimension fitting into and developing the others. With
these qualities active and growing in your lives, no grass will grow
under your feet, no day will pass without its reward as you mature

in your experience of our Master Jesus (2 Peter 1:3, 5-8 MSG)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Your life is before you and your eternity

has yet to begin. Live wisely today to plan
for an eternity filled with reward.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ How did you feel about the story of the person
who lost their whole retirement?

¢ What does it mean to plan wisely for your eternal
life with God?

¢ Why do you think the judgment seat is a place of
such overwhelming joy, even though it is also a
place where the works of many peoples’ lives will
be completely burned up?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | want to be faithful and wise. | want to
build well during my earthly life so what I build is not
destroyed by your fire when you test it on that Day of
Judgment. Let your love test me now and purify me
of anything that leads me to build unwisely. Let your
joy sustain me as you work in my heart. Let your Holy
Spirit teach and train me in your wisdom so | number
my days rightly, living wisely for when that number
is complete. | do not want to suffer loss on that day.

Lead me and have your way in me to such a degree

that my whole life brings you honor and glory.

4 N




|

— PN —

(inspired by Chapter 11)

Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth
is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for
me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things my
hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares
the Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who

is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word”
(Isaiah 66:1-2)

ou are both a builder and a gardener, and your great pur-
Ypose in life is to build a house for God. What’s more, you
are not just one of the builders of God’s house; you are part of
the material out of which the house is being built! How you
build God’s house is the ultimate basis for how God will de-
termine whether to reward you or how greatly to reward you.
But who are we to build a house for God? God asked the
people of Judah through the prophet Isaiah, “I made all the
heavens and the earth with my own hands. What are you going
to build for me that could possibly serve as my home?” The
truth is, none of us are qualified for this job, and none of us
can do it in our own strength or wisdom. We need God’s Spirit.
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The Psalmist declares this, saying, “Unless the Lord builds
the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1). This
is true of anything we undertake with hopes of it enduring for
the kingdom of God. A pastor cannot plant a church for God’s
kingdom unless the Lord builds it with him. An entrepreneur
cannot establish a business unto God’s glory unless the Lord
is his partner. In short, we can build without the help of the
Spirit, but all of that will be useless in the light of eternity. Only
what we build with God will endure the test of fire on that day.

This is why God directly followed up His word to Isaiah
with a call to His people, “But this is the one to whom I will
look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at
my word” (Isaiah 66:2). God delights in those who humble
themselves before Him.

Humility God delights in is not the sort of humility that
says, “I'm no good. I can’t do anything” This humility is of no
use to God because it tends to lead people into doing nothing.
They get caught in their own abilities and stop there.

However, the humility God delights in partners with faith.
It is a humility that says, “I cannot do this alone. I depend
on God to establish the works I do for Him” This humility
is proactive and eager, anticipating the great things God will
empower us to do with Him for His kingdom. Our humility
draws us into relationship with God, recognizing our com-
plete need of dependence on Him, while our faith propels us
forward into great exploits for His kingdom that we can only
do because He is with us. This partnership between humility
and faith is what builds God’s house, sustaining us in faithful-
ness to one day receive a great reward.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of
hosts” (Zechariah 4:6)

You also are being built together for a dwelling place of God.
(Ephesians 2:22)

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and
I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing”
(John 15:5)

ETERNITY TRUTH

You are both a builder and a gardener,

and God wants to partner with you to do
great things with Him for His kingdom.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ How is this description of humility similar to or
different from how you have previously thought
about humility?

¢ How do you feel about being given an assignment
by God that you cannot do without God?

¢ What does it tell you about God’s thoughts and
intentions toward you that He would give you this
kind of assignment?
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PRAYER
Father God, thank you that you never give me an
assignment | can’t do, as long as you're with me. And
| know that if you are the one who has told me to
build you a house, then you will certainly help me
accomplish everything | need to do. So teach me to
be a wise builder, building through my choices and
my life a house worthy of you. Show me the tools
and how to use them. Give me courage to try new
things, to step out in faith that you are with me as |

build a house for your glory.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 11)

We are coworkers with God and you are God’s cultivated
garden, the house he is building. (1 Corinthians 3:9 TPT)

od has limited Himself on our behalf. No one could have

ever forced Him to do this, yet He has chosen to simply
by giving man authority over the earth from the beginning.
Because He has delegated authority over the earth to man, we
can restrict God.

You might be surprised, but there are examples throughout
Scripture of times when God was held back because mankind
refused to partner with Him. We must choose whether we will
partner with Him to bring His plan and purpose to fulfillment
in the earth.

Look no further than the Great Commission, where we
find Jesus’ final words before ascending to heaven. He said,
“All the authority of the universe has been given to me. Now
go in my authority and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
And teach them to faithfully follow all that I have commanded
you. And never forget that I AM with you every day, even to
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the completion of this age” (Matthew 28:18-20 TPT). The
very first thing we see here is Jesus declaring that all authority
belongs to Him, yet instead of using His authority Himself, He
sends us. He limits Himself to whether or not we will faithfully
obey His command to go make disciples of all nations. He del-
egates His authority to us, sending us on a mission.

Jesus” words follow the pattern God set for us from the
very beginning when He created Adam and Eve in His image,
then gave them dominion over all the earth, commanding
them to be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1:26-28). That was
man’s commission from the beginning, now clarified by Jesus
as He sends us with His authority into the world. We must
recognize God’s insistence that we take responsibility for our
assignment. He is patient and He will not violate His Word by
doing our job for us. He will not give up on giving us chances
to be faithful.

At the same time, we must also see clearly that we are never
alone. God does not give us this humanly impossible task of
discipling nations—of building His house—without giving us
adequate help. He promises nothing less than that He is with
us always, even to the very end. He is fully committed to build-
ing His kingdom through us. All His resources are already
assigned, waiting to be sent into the earth on our behalf as we
choose to partner with Him.

It’s all waiting on us. Will we partner with Him? Will we
faithfully obey His Word? Will we take up our responsibility
to co-labor with Him to build His kingdom?

This is the calling set before us. How will you answer?



DAY 27: CO-LABORERS WITH GOD 115

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One
of Israel. (Psalm 78:41)

“Thus you are nullifying and making void and of no effect [the
authority of] the Word of God through your tradition” (Mark
7:13 AMP)

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; let them have dominion” ...Then God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over
the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the
earth” (Genesis 1:26-28)

ETERNITY TRUTH

We must choose whether we will
partner with God to bring His plan

and purpose to fulfillment in the earth.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Does it surprise you that Jesus has given you His
authority? What are we to use this authority to do?

¢ How might the world be different if God had not
given authority to man?

¢ What could it look like specifically in your life to
co-labor with God to build His kingdom?
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PRAYER

Father God, it's amazing to me that you would place
yourself in such a vulnerable position as to wait for
me before you work in this world. That’s such a huge
responsibility to give to people like me, and we
are so small and incapable compared to you. But |
know that’s not what you say about me. You tell me
to have faith, to believe that you are with me, and
having you with me makes all the difference in the
world. You took uneducated fishermen and made
them into world-changers. Please, Lord, come and

do the same with me!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 11)

For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His
dwelling place: “This is My resting place forever; Here I will
dwell, for I have desired it” (Psalm 132:13-14)

here’s a big difference between a custom home and a

model home. If you walk into a model home, you can see
a sample floorplan and then talk to a realtor about how you
can buy a home with a similar floorplan and similar features.
You will have some freedom and flexibility in your choices, but
all the major decisions have already been chosen for you. All
this serves a purpose—its so each house within a neighbor-
hood can have just enough distinctness to feel personal, while
maintaining enough similarities that the builder can keep the
benefits that come with mass production. God’s home, howev-
er, is not a model home. It is a custom home.

There is no house in all eternity that will ever be like God’s
house. I understand this personally, because there was a time
many years ago when a builder approached my wife and me,
offering to build us a custom home, taking no profit for him-
self so we could afford it. At the very beginning of the process,
he approached Lisa and me with some blank paper and said,
“Draw your dream house!” While it took me a little longer to
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join the process, Lisa was able to start right away. She had been
dreaming of an opportunity like this for years. Our builder
then took our drawings to an architect, who was able to fill in
every last detail we needed.

This is the process every custom home goes through.
Even the smallest parts of the plans have to be measured and
accounted for before the work begins or there is a danger the
house will not be properly built. Then, once all the details are
planned, the contractor sets the schedule for construction. He
does not do all the work himself, but hires subcontractors—
excavators, concrete workers, framers, plumbers, electricians,
sheet rockers, finish carpenters, floor layers, painters, and more.
All of these workers must be scheduled in the right order; imag-
ine what a mess it would be if the sheetrock were put on the walls
before the electrician wired the house! Each of these workers
must do their job well or it will have to be redone by someone
willing to do the work faithfully. Throughout the entire process,
each subcontractor will work from the plans designed by the
architect from the very beginning, all according to the desires of
the one who commissioned the custom home at the start.

We are God’s subcontractors. He is the architect and gen-
eral contractor, training and scheduling each one of us for our
service to Him to build His custom dream home. God planned
your life before you were born, arranging the good works you
are created to do ahead of time, just as a contractor schedules
each worker in his proper time. Your role in the kingdom is
significant! All that’s required from you is to answer His call
when He says it is time to build your part.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before
you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my spokes-
man to the world” (Jeremiah 1:5 NLT)

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians
2:10 NIV)

You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded
in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had
passed. (Psalm 139:16 NLT)

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him. (Ephesians 1:4)

ETERNITY TRUTH

God is the architect and general contractor,

training and scheduling each one of us for our
service to Him to build His custom dream home.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ How does knowing that there are many different
roles in building God’s house impact how you
relate to other believers?

¢ What does this imagery of helping God build His
home show you about your personal significance?

¢ God calls each one of us to help Him build His
home. How will you know your role and when to
do your part?

2

s

PRAYER

Lord God, | know you truly will have the most splen-
did and amazing house, so | can hardly believe you
trust me to help you build it. Help me to take this im-
portant job with confidence, trusting you to prepare
me beforehand, believing you are with me to help
me be faithful in my role. Teach me who you created
me to be in your kingdom. Train me to do what you
have planned ahead for me to do. Lead me in your
way, reveal your blueprints, and strengthen me to
be faithful. | know that, working together, we will
build your home!
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(inspired by Chapter 11)

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.
Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as
my spokesman to the world” (Jeremiah 1:5 NLT)

E veryone has a divine calling on their lives. We all serve im-
portant roles in building God’s house. It's important for us
to know that in regard to our calling we won't be judged accord-
ing to what we did but according to what we were called to do.

I have met several examples of this throughout my years in
ministry. I have a close friend who pastors a thriving church
he started in 1991 with twenty-two people. Now there are
almost four thousand people attending this church.

As the church grew through hard work, diligent ministry,
and much prayer, they needed to build a beautiful building to
meet the needs of the growing congregation. After a number
of years, my friend noticed a distinguished, white-haired man
regularly attending their services, and he would weep every
week. Finally, the man approached one of my friend’s associ-
ates and shared that in 1981, the Lord gave him a dream, telling
him to start a church, and showing him the building in which
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the church would meet. It was so vivid, in fact, that he had a
professional draw a rendition of the building he dreamed. He
worked to establish a church for a while, but stopped because
of difficulty, and after a few years of traveling ministry he
ended up back in the business world.

He unfolded the picture hed had drawn up so many years
before and showed it to the associate, who almost went into
shock. It was an exact picture of the church my friend now
pastored. The man clearly saw God was serious about this
assignment, needing someone to faithfully build His house,
and he knew the Lord had given his assignment to someone
else because of his failure.

My friend has since ministered to this man to help restore
him, as obviously God doesn’t want him to remain broken, but
to learn from his mistake. I tell his story here so many others may
also learn from his mistake, a mistake I have seen all too often. I
could also tell of a pastor who became offended by this message,
but repented, gave his ministry to an associate, and followed the
direction God had told her to follow thirty years earlier. I heard
from her one year later, reporting that she was thriving more
than ever and had finally discovered why she was born.

Each of us has a calling. Some have gone into business who
were called into ministry. Some have gone into ministry who
were called into business, government, or education. There
is no universally right answer to the question of your calling,
except that we are all accountable only for our own.

Discover your calling, then live it to the fullest. It’s the only
thing you’ll be held accountable for by God when you stand
before Him.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and de-
liverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and
your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14)

God called me by his grace; and in love, he chose me from my
birth to be his. (Galatians 1:15-16 TPT)

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians
2:10 NIV)

ETERNITY TRUTH

In regard to your calling, you'll not

be judged according to what you did,
but what you were called to do.
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¢ What new thoughts did these examples give you in
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

regard to your own calling?
*  How did you feel about the testimony of those
who realized they had abandoned their calling?
¢ What has God spoken to you about your calling?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | really need to slow down to take this
in and give it the attention it deserves. | realize
now that | won't just stand before you to account
for my works in a general sense, whether | did good
or evil, but in a truly specific sense, whether | did
what you created me to do. How desperately | need
you in this! | know you desire faithfulness of my life,
and you do not leave me alone to accomplish it
by myself. You will give me all | need. So speak to
me clearly. Give me confidence and faith. Give me
courage and boldness. Then let me never look back

as | follow you into who you made me to be.

%
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(inspired by Chapter 12)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on
your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he
will direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT)

hen someone discovers they can choose a different path

for their life other than the one God intended for them,
and that they will be held accountable by God for that choice, it
can be justifiably terrifying! This understanding quickly moves
us to ask the question, “How do I know my calling?”

Once you begin asking this question, you must also seek
God for the answer. He is the only one who knows why He
created you, so you cannot find the answer anywhere else. I
remember clearly when I first came to the Lord when I was
in college studying to earn a degree in engineering, I was also
interning at IBM. While I was there, I attended a party celebrat-
ing an employee who had worked there for thirty-eight years.
He revealed he had hated every day working for the company,
and as I looked around the room I was shocked to discover all
the other employees felt the same way. I determined then and
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there that no money, security, or anything else was going to
keep me from my reason for being placed on earth.

With this determination, I began to seek the Lord. I dis-
covered that God will give you the overall picture for your life,
showing you the end from the beginning. He told Joseph he
would be a great leader while he was still a boy. Moses knew
he would lead Israel, but it didn’t come to pass for at least forty
years. David was anointed king as a child and waited at least
fourteen difficult years before he took the throne. There are
numerous examples like this in Scripture. God speaks to us
this way so we must continue relying on faith, instead of rea-
son. We must trust in His understanding rather than our own.

I thought I would graduate with my engineering degree,
pursue an MBA from Harvard, get a job in high-level man-
agement, get married, take several vacations a year, and give a
tenth of all I earned. That was my idea of how I would faith-
tully serve God.

As 1 sought God, however, I felt increasingly drawn to
ministry. While I didn't like that idea, I was thankfully smart
enough to know I would find fulfillment and satisfaction only
if I obeyed God. Before I was even out of college, God had
already made clear to me that I would one day influence many
nations with the Word of God. This blew my mind. I had no
connections and no idea how to do this, but I was willing.

The next step God led me on looked as though it went
in the opposite direction, just like Joseph going into slavery
in order to become a great leader or Moses running into the
wilderness before saving his people. God led me to take an
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engineering job in Dallas, far away from any ministry school
I knew at the time. He told me which church to go to, and He
told me to plant myself there. This was the church where I was
raised up through serving, which was the start of the path that
brought me to where I am now.

God’s ways do not normally align with our understanding,
but if we seek Him He will reveal our calling. As we continue
to seek Him, He will lead us in the path to fulfill it, even if
it does not make sense to us. What matters is not whether it
makes sense, but whether we are obedient. What will you do
to pursue your calling today?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say,
“This is the way you should go,” whether to the right or to the left.
(Isaiah 30:21, NLT)

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with
all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13)

ETERNITY TRUTH

God’s ways do not align with our understanding,
but if we seek Him, He will reveal our calling.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What does it mean to seek the Lord with all your
heart? How can you do this?

¢ How have you sensed the Lord’s leading in your
life? How did you respond?

¢ When have you experienced in your own life the
truth that God’s understanding is different from
ours? What did God reveal about Himself to you
during that experience?

A
ms

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | wonder what it was like for you when
you were on earth. Did you ever wonder about the
way your Father led you through life? Did all His
instructions make sense to you? | know that | often
don’t understand why you lead me the way you do,
but | know you saw the path of my life before | was
even born. In fact, you are the only one who can lead
me to my purpose and calling. | give myself whole-
heartedly to you for the sake of pursuing my calling.

Lead me, guide me, and help me never stop seeking

your face. Let me always be faithful to your call!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 12)

Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flour-
ish in the courts of our God. (Psalm 92:13)

ave you planted yourself in a local church? If you haven't,
it’s to your benefit to get connected to one. This is one of
the most important steps to discovering and living out the call
of God on your life.

Many people today don’t like the church. They don't see the

importance of gathering together with other believers, or they
are jaded from bad experiences within the church. We know
from Scripture, however, that the church is Jesus’ idea and He
is the one building it (Matthew 16:18). He works through us to
accomplish this building, giving us the ability, grace, and super-
natural power, but He still needs willing and obedient vessels.

More than that, God’s church is subdivided in two different
ways. We see in the book of Revelation that it can be divided
regionally or geographically, as shown in His letters to the
seven churches. The church is also His body, so it is divided
into different members, each performing different roles.

Jesus is the one who assigns each member of His body
with the roles He created us to fulfill, therefore we must
remember we are not the ones who decide where we will go to
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church—He is! This may be shocking for many reading this,
but I'll say it again—we are not the ones who get to make this
choice. We must submit to God to let Him arrange His body
the way He determines is right. The way many people pick
churches is shallow, dividing over issues of whether we like
the music style or the personality of those who minister from
the pulpit. All this tends toward building our own agenda, but
instead, we must seek God’s agenda.

The problem with this is when we do not plant where
God calls us, His body becomes crippled because it is miss-
ing certain parts. However, we see in Acts that when the
body functioned as it was designed to function it resulted in
explosive growth. The early believers we see in the book of
Acts were truly planted in the local body. They met together,
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachings, ate together, and
visited each other’s homes every week. In other words, they
held a common vision and did life together. When the need
arose to serve food to the widows, they chose seven men to
serve the practical needs of the congregation (Acts 6).

One of these seven, Philip, eventually grew into a well-
known evangelist, yet even after his reputation and influence
grew, he was still known as “one of the seven” (Acts 21:8). He
was still recognized for where he had been planted all those
years before, where he unglamorously waited on tables to
serve food to widows.

In looking for your calling, be like Philip. Plant in the local
church where God leads you and serve there. This is God’s
prescription for learning to flourish in His kingdom.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body
just as He pleased. (1 Corinthians 12:18 NKJV)

They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper
and in prayer...And all the believers met together constantly...
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes
for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and
generosity—all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill
of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their group
those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47 NLT)

“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may ap-
point over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to
prayer and to the ministry of the word” And the saying pleased the
whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
the Holy Spirit, ... whom they set before the apostles; and when they
had prayed, they laid hands on them. Then the word of God spread,
and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and
a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:3-7)

ETERNITY TRUTH

As you pursue God’s calling for your life,
plant yourself in the local church where God

leads you and serve there. This is God'’s prescrip-

tion for learning to flourish in His kingdom.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ What benefits have you received from your local
church or other churches you have visited?

¢ 1Its possible to fill our lives with good things and
still miss out on God’s call. How can planting in a
local church help you avoid doing this in your life?

¢ What do you do when staying at the local church
where you planted becomes difficult? How would
you handle that sort of situation?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | am part of something bigger than my-
self, and | don’t always see my part. Honestly, some-
times | wonder if I've ever seen my part. Please show
me where to plant and how to stay there while | wait
for you to bring your plan about in my life. Help me
to know how to co-labor with you in that plan, not
only waiting for you, but also growing, learning, and
anticipating the day you move me into what you
have called me to do. My life is only for your king-

dom, Lord. Take me where you want me to go and

use me however you see fit. | am yours!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 12)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with persever-
ance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV)

e discover our calling in life when we seek God whole-

heartedly. We develop it by planting ourselves within
a local church. But even after doing these things, we may still
fall short of God’s intended purpose for our lives if we have
become entangled in the things of this world.

Jesus gives us a clear example of this in Luke 9-10. Trav-
eling with what was likely an enormous entourage, Jesus is
approached by one man who volunteers to follow Him. He
replies, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Luke 9:58). This
man probably found great comfort in the securities he had
provided for himself on earth. Jesus perceived these securities
would become a hindrance to the man as he tried following
Him, so He gave this warning to give the man an opportunity
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at freedom. Instead, the man slunk back into the crowd, and
likely a great number of the crowd who had similar entangle-
ments to earthly securities slunk away with him.

Jesus looked at another man and called him to follow. The
man replied, “I will follow you, but first let me go bury my
father” Jesus’ reply was harsh, saying, “Let the dead bury their
own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God” (Luke
9:59-60). Like the first man, this one was also entangled.
What we need to understand is firstborn sons, upon fulfilling
their duties to bury their father, would receive a double por-
tion of inheritance. If they slacked in their duty, the double
portion would be passed to the next son. Jesus could see this
man cared much for money and it would hinder him from fol-
lowing Jesus wholly. This man, and likely many others in the
crowd who had a similar dependency, slipped away quietly.

Finally, a third man said, “T will follow you, Lord, but first
let me say goodbye to those at my house.” Jesus’ reply to this
man was direct as before, “No one, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke
9:61-62). This man apparently felt very closely connected to
his family, friends, or girlfriend back home, wanting to let
their voice be the final influence before he gave himself fully
to following Jesus. The Lord saw through the hindrance and
addressed it directly, and yet again we see a man walk quietly
away with more than likely a huge part of the crowd.

These men, and all the others who left for similar reasons,
all wanted to put something first before Jesus. They would
still follow Him, but not with their whole heart. They would
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help on worship band, usher, and help with local conferences
when they came to town, but they would not put away all
that entangled them to take hold of Jesus’ calling on their life.
These men also reveal to us what, in my experience, are the
three main entanglements people face—security, money, and
relationships.

It's no wonder Jesus said, “Many are called, but few are
chosen” (Matthew 20:16). Truly, every believer is called, but
few are chosen (or appointed) to fulfill that call. Why are so
few appointed? Because only a few are willing to forsake all
their own desires, securities, lust for money, hindering rela-
tionships, and all else to fulfill the call on their lives.

Many will not follow Jesus all the way to their calling. Will
you?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said
to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” And Jesus said
to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Then He said to another,
“Follow Me”” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father”
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go
and preach the kingdom of God” And another also said, “Lord, I
will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are
at my house” But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Af-
ter these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent
them two by two before His face into every city and place where
He Himself was about to go. Then He said to them, “The harvest
truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. (Luke 9:57-10:2)

“But whether I live or die is not important, for I don’t esteem my life
as indispensable. It's more important for me to fulfill my destiny and
to finish the ministry my Lord Jesus has assigned to me, which is to
faithfully preach the wonderful news of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Truly, every believer is called,
but few choose to fulfill that call because

only a few are willing to forsake all else to

fulfill the call on their lives. Be one of the few.
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K MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY m
¢ Which of the three men’s stories stood out to you
the most and why?
¢ What do you think about Jesus’ demand that those
who follow Him leave all entanglements behind?
¢ What, if any, entanglements do you have hinder-
ing you from wholeheartedly following Jesus’ call-
ing on your life? Know that it’s not too late for you.
Ask God to forgive you, and to mercifully sever
those entanglements from your soul. His grace is
sufficient for you!
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PRAYER
Lord Jesus, your demand is as high as it can get, but
I know that is the standard by which | will be judged
when | stand before you. More than anything, | rec-
ognize that when you have given your all, it is per-
fectly just for you to demand I give my all as well. So
I do, I give my all to you. If there is anything holding
me back, please reveal it to me and set me free. |
trust you and know that you are good. | know that
anything hindering me isn't as good as | think it is,
and it certainly can’t compare to what you have in

store for me. | lay down right now all | have in ex-

change for all you promise.
| / : :\ |
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(inspired by Chapter 12)

If your work passes inspection, fine; if it doesn't, your part
of the building will be torn out and started over. (1 Corin-
thians 3:14-15 MSG)

M any begin their work in God’s house well, but then veer
off and fail to finish. Whether financial worries, rela-
tional pressures, the trap of offense, hurt, disappointment, or
some other entanglement ensnared them, the final statement
on their lives is they did not fulfill their calling. This work must
be torn out and redone, leaving these saints nothing to show for
their labors when they reach eternity. Can you imagine that?
Perhaps it would help if I shared some of my story from
when builders worked on my family’s custom house. I came to
the worksite so frequently the subcontractors began to recog-
nize me and called me, “the preacher” When I arrived at the
construction site, the workers would be blaring their acid rock
music, but when they saw me someone would always rush
over to switch it off. My frequent visits led to many conver-
sations with the men as well as some ministry opportunities.
Sometimes as we sat there talking, different subs would tell
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me stories of the great projects they had done or the magnif-
icent homes they had helped build. Their eyes always glowed
with a healthy pride at what they had been able to accomplish,
something anyone with an eye for good work could recognize.

It made me wonder what it would have been like to be
one of the subcontractors working to build the White House.
Could you imagine what it would have been like to be part of
that? You might come home to find your child excited at hav-
inglearned about the President’s home, and even more excited
that next week they would take a field trip to see it. You would
go with the class and be able to tell them with joy which parts
of the building you helped establish and relish their awe that
you were a part of something so important.

This is the opportunity all of us have as we work in this life
to build God’s house, a house that will never fade, age, or be
destroyed. When we reach eternity, we will be able to point out,
even to the nations, the parts of God’s home that we built—
work well done that will last for eternity. We will be able to
carry that healthy pride in a job well done forever, but only if
we see it faithfully through to completion. If we let ourselves
get sidetracked or stopped for any reason, God will have to tear
out our contribution as though it never happened. If we do not
build right, He will not let our work remain in His house.

I know this is hard to hear, but the good news is you can
determine today to not suffer this loss! You can choose that,
no matter what comes, you will finish the task assigned to you.
God wants to keep your work, and by His grace you are able to
see it through to the end.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appear-
ing. (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

Watch out, so that you do not lose the prize for which we have
been working so hard. Be diligent so that you will receive your full
reward. (2 John 8 NLT)

Many nations shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will
teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion
the law shall go forth” (Micah 4:2)

ETERNITY TRUTH

When we reach eternity, we will be able
to point out the parts of God’s home we built,
but only if we live faithfully to the end.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ Describe how you would feel being able to show
your friends and family the sections of God’s
house you built.
¢ Describe how you would feel arriving at God’s
house to discover all you built had been torn out.
¢ How can the vision of seeing your completed work
standing strong eternally help you remain faithful
until the end?
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PRAYER

Holy Spirit, you are my teacher, my comforter, and
my strength. You show me how to build your house.
You are near me when times are good and easy, and
you sustain me with hope when times are difficult
and painful. Through everything, you are with me.
Thank you for always being there for me. My only
hope for seeing my work still standing strong for
eternity is you. | can only do it because you are with
me, so let me always have a heart to press deeper
into you, to walk more in your presence, and to let

your Word enlighten my path.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 13)

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to-
ward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with
me. (1 Corinthians 15:10)

ts easy to admire those who have large international in-

fluence reaching millions of people for Jesus Christ, but
that is not the call on every person’s life. God will not give us
our eternal rewards based on man’s standard, but by whether
we were obedient to our own call. For this reason, our calling
is never about us, but only about the grace with which we are
empowered to accomplish what God sets before us.

The apostle Paul easily had the greatest impact during his
lifetime of any of the apostles, yet he said of himself that he was
the least of the apostles. Interestingly, though, he immediately
follows that claim by saying, “But by the grace of God I am
what I am...but I labored more abundantly than [all the other
apostles]” (1 Corinthians 15:10). We see then that Paul under-
stood the significance of his accomplishments; it’s just that he
didn’t see them as his accomplishments, but rather as Gods.
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He knew who he had been until God’s grace transformed his
life. He remembered how far God had brought him, and he
knew full well his accomplishments had little to do with him,
except that he chose to be faithful to God’s call.

This was the summary of his entire success in ministry:
grace. It's something I'm thankful to be able to relate to in my
own ministry experience. The books I've written are in ninety
languages worldwide. They number in multimillions, and the
testimonies of changed lives are countless. Many wonder how
I write books, yet I remember how terrible I was at writing
and English until God’s grace came upon me to do it. I hated
writing English papers, struggling to finish two pages, even
with notebooks full of scribbles trying to just come up with
the first paragraph. Now when I write it just flies out from me
freely, so much so that I really consider myself to simply be the
first one who gets to read my books, because I know I lack the
ability to write them.

Perhaps to the rest of the world it looks like I have some
incredible talent or intelligence and that is why my books have
reached so far through the nations, but I know better. I know
it is grace.

I also know there is nothing more significant about me
than a rural pastor who shepherds a church of one hundred
people, a missionary serving an obscure unreached peo-
ple group, or an urban worker risking their lives for people
whom many consider worthless. More than that, I know there
is nothing more significant about me (or any other interna-
tional minister) than a businessman, politician, police officer,
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designer, teacher, engineer, manufacturer, programmer, stay-
at-home mom, or anyone in any other industry, so long as they
are faithfully doing what God called them to do.

Our lives are never measured against one another. There
is no human standard we can look to in order to measure our
eternal success. Our only standard is the call God has given us,
and the only way we can fulfill it is His grace.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever. Nothing can
be added to it, and nothing taken from it. God does it, that men
should fear before Him. That which is has already been, and what
is to be has already been; and God requires an account of what is
past” (Ecclesiastes 3:14-15)

“The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest
is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter
and the harvester alike! You know the saying, ‘One person plants
and someone else harvests] And it’s true” (John 4:36-37 NLT)

The one who plants and the one who waters work as a team with
the same purpose. Yet they will be rewarded individually, accord-
ing to their own hard work. (1 Corinthians 3:8 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Our lives are never measured against one anoth-
er. Our only standard is the call God has given us,
and the only way we can fulfill it is His grace.
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¢ Have there been times you have considered your
calling higher or lower than another believer’s?
Repent to God for this and ask Him to give you
His perspective. Write what you feel He tells or
shows you.

*  With no pressure to compare your calling to any-
one else’s, what do you feel is your calling in which
God is looking for you to be faithful?

¢ How can you know you are being faithful to the
calling God has given you?
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in your Word you called people to be
apostles, prophets, kings, and priests, but you also
called some to simply be mothers and fathers. |
choose to focus only on what you have called me to,
refusing to long for or be jealous of what you have
called others to do. Teach me the joy of being who
you made me to be while doing what you created
me to do. | may not always see exactly how my call-
ing builds your kingdom, but | put my confidence in

you and not in my own understanding. Thank you for

helping me always stay faithful by your grace!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 13)

Through wisdom a house is built. (Proverbs 24:3)

M y wife once had a dream from God so vivid she woke
me up at four in the morning to tell me about it. She
had seen an army in the dream, all marching in perfect uni-
son, everyone in their exact place, no one needing to look
at another soldier because they all looked at the Master. She
commented that no one coveted another soldier’s rank or po-
sition, but everyone was content to serve in the way they were
created to serve.

This is an image of the mature body of Christ and it reveals
something important as we think about how to build God’s
custom house. Scripture tells us, “Through wisdom a house is
built” (Proverbs 24:3), but there are two different kinds of wis-
dom—the wisdom of God, and the wisdom of the world. Both
forms of wisdom are able to build things that look godly, but
only one comes from a heart that is able to build something of
eternal worth.

Wisdom of this world has a nature of selfish ambition.
Anything we build out of selfish motives, no matter how good
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it looks, will not accrue any reward for us before God because
it is fleshly, unscriptural, and demonic in nature. Simply put, it
is of this world, which means it is of no value to the next world.
People use this kind of wisdom for all sorts of things, even
ministry. Paul wrote about those who preached the gospel
because they envied his success. Rather than producing good
fruit for the kingdom, this sort of ministry produces strife,
division, disorder, and all sorts of evil.

God tells us how to recognize wisdom that comes from
above. First, it is pure. In other words, its outward actions
match its inward motivations. It is authentic and has integrity
through and through, not faking something on the outside
that has no root on the inside. Its motive is to be faithful to the
Lord, to manifest His love to the world. It celebrates however
the kingdom advances and whoever advances it, regardless of
whether we are the ones doing it. There are many who endure
doing what is right, because it is merely an obligation to them
and not done from their heart, but wisdom from God leads us
to love genuinely and then to serve because of that love.

Second, wisdom from above is submissive. When we are
content with our own calling, we are submissive to godly
authority. We entrust ourselves to God’s authority and direc-
tion, believing in Him to provide for us all we need, whether
that is finances, opportunities, platforms, or anything else.
Those on earth who carry God’s delegated authority truly
do carry His authority, and God will not take lightly those
who have acted in rebellion to them. Associate pastors who
split churches, employees who subversively built their own
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business while working for someone else, and even those who
refused to submit to their parents will all suffer great loss at the
judgement, regardless of what they produced through their
rebellion.

Results are not what matters to the wisdom of God; obe-
dience from a pure heart is what matters. This is what will
bring about maturity in the body of Christ until we all walk in
unselfish unity, like the army in my wife’s dream.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere. (James 3:17 NIV)

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but oth-
ers out of goodwill. The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put
here for the defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of
selfish ambition. (Philippians 1:15-17 NIV)

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by
his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wis-
dom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom”
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of
the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you
find disorder and every evil practice. (James 3:13-16 NIV)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Results are not what matters to
the wisdom of God; obedience from
a pure heart is what matters.
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What are the characteristics of an army that is
completely unified under its commander? What
training is required to accomplish that level of
unity?

Godly wisdom is pure and submissive while
worldly wisdom is rooted in selfish ambition. Us-
ing this contrast, how would you further describe
the nature of godly wisdom?

Why do you think God cares more about heavenly
wisdom from a pure heart than He does about
results?

Father God, you are the source of heavenly wisdom.
| know that as I draw near to you, | will gain wisdom
from you, and not only that, | will see the purity of
your heart. | will see how you do nothing from selfish
ambition, but only act on the best interest of others.
| will see how you serve from a heart of pure, gen-
uine love. And the more | see those things in you,
the more | will become like you. So I choose to draw
near to you today. Please reveal yourself to me and

teach me your wisdom.
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(inspired by Chapter 13)

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to
us all things that pertain to life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:2-3)

esus had an important message about how we may be found
Tfaithful. It was so important, in fact, that He told this lesson
twice in two similar, yet significantly different, parables—the
parables of the talents and the minas.

In the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), Jesus tells
of a ruler who was going to travel abroad, so before he left
he entrusted his property to his servants. He gave five talents
to one, two talents to another, and one talent to a third, each
according to the ability he knew them to have. In their culture,
talents were a measurement of money, but because this is a
parable we know it represents something else. I believe these
talents represent the level of our gifts and calling.

Not every believer receives the same level of gifts or calling,
but we each receive a certain measure from the Lord. This is yet
another reason we cannot compare our callings to one another.
One believer may be faithful simply by studying hard, going
to college, getting a good job, and pulling his family out of
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generational poverty, while another believer is called to create
businesses that shape an entire industry. One is not measured
by the other’s standard, but each one is measured according to
what they were given in proportion to their ability.

After a time, the ruler comes back and calls his servants to
present their earnings. The one with five made five more, and
the one with two made two more. The master celebrated these
two, but he sternly rebuked the one who hid his talent, doing
nothing with his gift or calling, using it only for himself. The
ruler commanded that his talent be taken from him and given
to the one who had ten. By this we know that if we are not
faithful with God’s call on our lives, He will give our calling to
someone else who has already proven faithful. This loss costs
us not only in this life, but even more so in eternity.

The minas (Luke 19:11-27) were also a unit of money, but in
the parable they represented what every believer is given in com-
mon through Christ, as this time ten servants were each given
one mina equally. Every believer is given the same access to
Christ’s infinite grace and we are all called to multiply it through
prayer, obedience to His Word, following the Spirit’s leading day
by day, giving, reading Scriptures, worshiping, and many other
things. God rewards our diligence to multiply His grace in our
lives by granting us varying levels of authority in the millennium
and the new heaven and earth. In the parable, Jesus declares
those faithful servants will be given authority even over cities!

God has given you gifts, a calling, and access to His grace.
He has called you to multiply what He has placed in your
hands. What will you be able to offer Him when He returns?
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

“A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for him-
self a kingdom and to return. So he called ten of his servants,
delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I
come....And so it was that when he returned, having received the
kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had
given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how
much every man had gained by trading. Then came the first, say-
ing, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas’ And he said to him,
‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little,
have authority over ten cities’” (Luke 19:12-13, 15-17)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)

ETERNITY TRUTH

God has given you gifts, a calling, and access

to His grace. He has called you to multiply
what He has placed in your hands.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY

¢ Describe what the grace found through Christ
Jesus means to you.

¢ Was it new for you to hear God may give your
calling to someone else? How did you feel about
this when you read it?

¢ God has given us the potential to multiply His
grace in our lives, grow our abilities into some-
thing much greater than we first received, and
receive authority to govern cities in eternity. How
do you respond to this amazing offer?
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, you have a way for offering two choices

7N

AV,

with absolutely no middle ground. Receive heav-
enly authority to govern, or have everything taken
away from you. Grow your calling, or it will be given
to someone else. So | see what you've given to me
must really be very valuable to you. Help me to un-
derstand your heart in giving me such stark choices,
and help me to remain steadfast in choosing to mul-
tiply and grow what you have given to me. Teach me
to do this well!
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(inspired by Chapter 13)

As it is written, He [the benevolent person] scatters abroad;
He gives to the poor; His deeds of justice and goodness and
kindness and benevolence will go on and endure forever!
(2 Corinthians 9:9 AMP)

he greatness of our eternal reward depends wholly upon

our faithfulness to multiply what God has given us on
earth. For this reason, we must understand clearly how to
multiply for the eternal kingdom what God has given us in
this life.

There are many ways to do this. First, we can give, and the
more generously we give the more generously we will receive
from God. Giving in faith is a sure way to multiply what we
have as we use our finances to affect lives for eternity. This
includes giving to the poor and needy, but it’s good to remem-
ber that financial poverty is not the only way to be poor. There
are also those who are poor in spirit—those who know they
are desperate for God—regardless of their worldly wealth.
When we give financially to the work of God, we sow into the
poor, and our deeds endure forever. It is like planting an apple
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seed that grows a tree that bears many apples, each with more
seeds to grow more trees. Your heavenly reward is not based
only on the one seed you planted, but by all that came from it.
In this way, sowing financially is a necessary way of multiply-
ing what God has given to us.

Second, we can form partnerships in the gospel. Paul wrote
to churches he planted, sometimes thanking them for their
financial partnership and sometimes exhorting them that
they should financially partner with him. He tells us plainly
that those who financially support those who minister will be
equally rewarded by God as those who actually do the ministry
(Philippians 4:17). Think about it: those who go to fulfill God’s
command to disciple the nations cannot do so without those
who remain home, work their jobs, earn income, and sup-
port the expansion of the kingdom. Each believer must work
according to their own gift and calling, not being ashamed of
where God planted them, and giving generously toward the
kingdom however God has enabled them.

Third, you can pray. Honestly, prayer is a necessary ele-
ment of every believer’s life. We cannot grow intimate with
God without talking to Him. But prayer is also a powerful way
to multiply what God has given us in this life toward a heav-
enly reward. We can use prayer to multiply the works of the
kingdom through other believers. No great work of God has
ever been done without prayer; it is that important of an ingre-
dient in building God’s kingdom.

Fourth, you can serve. Like any other part of the body,
ministers (and pastors) only have a certain gift, yet running
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an effective ministry (or church) requires multiple gifts. This
means ministers need help from those willing to serve behind
the scenes, and such service will be rewarded by God for all
the work done by the ministry because the ministry could
never have done its job without the help of those who served.

If you do these things, you will prepare for yourself an eter-
nal reward, but one more thing is important to say. Whether
giving of finances, time, labor, or prayer, what matters is not
the amount you give compared to other people, so long as it
is generous for your life situation, and that you give with a
good attitude. Grumbling about giving will produce nothing
for you, but giving with thankfulness will multiply your heav-
enly reward.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the
harvest of your righteousness. (2 Corinthians 9:10 NIV)

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparing-
ly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7 NIV)

Not that I seek or am eager for [your] gift, but I do seek and am ea-
ger for the fruit which increases to your credit [the harvest of bless-
ing that is accumulating to your account]. (Philippians 4:17 AMP).

ETERNITY TRUTH

Whether giving of finances, time, labor,
or prayer, what matters is not the amount
you give compared to other people, so long as

it is generous for your life situation,

and that you give with a good attitude.
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Have you ever realized how you steward your
money will affect your position at God’s judgment
seat? What does this truth mean to you?

When you consider your life, which of these
means of growing your reward have you been the
strongest? Weakest? How can you grow in any of
these areas?

There’s nothing wrong with seeking heavenly
reward, but we shouldn’t serve or give for selfish
reasons. How do you maintain the right heart atti-
tude while seeking greater reward from God?

Father God, when you wanted to gain many children
to be with you for eternity, you gave all you had—your
one and only Son. Now you show me that my reward
in heaven also grows as | give the best | have. Please
help this truth sink deeply into my heart. | want this
generosity to simply become part of who | am. | want
to make sure | keep the right attitude in my giving,
serving, praying, and living for you. You are my exam-
ple in this, so | draw near to you today. Fill me again

with your Spirit and have your way in me!
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(inspired by Chapter 14)

But you know...how I live, and what my purpose in life is.
You know my faith and how long I have suffered. You know
my love and my patient endurance. (2 Timothy 3:10 NLT)

ur faithfulness—what God will base His eternal judg-
ment on—includes every area of life, including how we
live and daily treat those around us. Our acts of kindness to
those around us can have deeply profound impact that store
up eternal rewards for us. Whether we will live well or not is
determined in large part by how we see those around us.
When I was first saved, I was extremely self-focused. I
didn’t understand God’s love toward the people around me, so
I only valued them for what they could do for me. This is the
only response toward others that makes sense to a self-focused
person, because to that person, the only person who matters is
themselves. Consequently, I took their needs lightly and tended
to speak down to them, viewing most people as below me.
This attitude opened even more doors to sin in my life,
including the sin of sexual lust. Pornography had a deep hold
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on me, so that if I felt tempted I had a very difficult time try-
ing to resist. While God delivered me from this addiction on
the fourth day of a fast in 1985, I had lived as a Christian with
this sin for six years. It was even more years before I realized
the root of this sin had been my self-focused attitude. I finally
realized how selfish my habit of pornography really was,
reducing the women I lusted after to being nothing more than
pieces of meat, an object of desire whom I valued only for self-
ish reasons.

As God worked in my heart to fill me increasingly more
with His love, I began to be repulsed and disgusted by the
very same things that used to attract, and even addict, me.
If a pornographic image flashed up on a billboard, magazine
cover, or television screen, I would feel compassion for them.
A righteous anger would rise up in me because of how these
daughters, created in God’s image, were being treated by peo-
ple using their bodies to make a profit.

How I responded to women dramatically changed. I real-
ized that men and women are created equal in Christ Jesus. I
learned that husbands do not fulfill their role of headship by
demanding authority in the home, but by laying down their
lives for their wives, putting their wives above them, placing
their needs first, and being the greatest servant in their home.
Had I not repented of this attitude and the actions it inspired,
I would have had to give an account for them at the judgment.

The way I treated women, and the way I treated people
in general, were merely symptoms of a wrong heart attitude.
When we do not have the right attitude, we will not have the
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right actions. It can be easy to hide a wrong attitude during our
occasional times of ministry or during the few hours a week
we attend church, but it comes out in the way we treat fam-
ily, coworkers, neighbors, and people like waiters, bellmen, or
other service people. If you allow a worldly attitude to grow,
you will live a worldly life. But if you cultivate a godly attitude,
you will live a Christ-like life.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility
of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;
do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also
for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which
was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being
made in the likeness of men. (Philippians 2:3-7 NASB)

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion-
ate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing
with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, for-
giving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. (Colossians 3:12-15 ESV)

ETERNITY TRUTH

Faithfulness to God must include

every area of our lives, including how we live

and daily treat those around us.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ When in your life did you encounter someone
who touched you through the way they lived their
daily life? What impact did this have on you?
¢ Why do you think God cares so much about our
daily lives, and not just the moments when we
minister intentionally?
¢ If someone asked you how to cultivate a godly
attitude, what would you tell them?
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PRAYER
Holy Spirit, you are the one who can teach me a god-
ly attitude, helping me to see the people around me
the way you see them. Change my mind to be like
your mind. Change my heart to be like your heart.
Give me your compassion and love, your wisdom for
justice, your mercy and forgiveness, so | can live like
you. Let my walk with you never be just some show
| put on a few hours a week, but let it be living and
thriving every moment of the week! Only you can

help me with this. | give myself to you!

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 14)

So above all else, let love be the beautiful prize for which
you run. (1 Corinthians 13:13 TPT)

M any people know the darkness of their hearts when they
come to Jesus. This is why they cry out to Him in the
first place. Many others, however, have no idea just how much
sin is hiding in their hearts until after they give their lives to
Jesus, for it is then when He begins confronting areas of our
lives that will rob us of reward on Judgment Day.

One such area in my life was selfishness. Elements of
my selfishness lingered even years into my career in minis-
try when I began working at my church. This selfishness hid
secretly in the way I treated people, and was all the harder to
find because I was so kind to people that I built a reputation
as one of the nicest people on staff. However, I was kind even
when I should have confronted things. I said nice things about
people even when it wasn't true. I was polite to a fault.

Finally, God confronted me. He showed me that 1 Corin-
thians 13 says nothing about love being nice. Then He asked
me if I wanted to know the reason why I sometimes lied for the
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sake of being nice. Now, if God asks you this sort of question,
be sure you are ready to listen to the answer, because it very
well may shock you!

God told me that I lied because I feared being rejected. I
thought that if I said things that confronted people, they would
reject me, and my selfishness didn’t want that. I suddenly saw
clearly that my kindness toward people was actually motivated
by selfishness and not the love of God! More than that, instead
of going to God to allow Him to meet my need for acceptance,
I was looking to people to meet that need.

I repented from this manifestation of selfishness in my
life, yet my repentance only led me to swing to the opposite
extreme. I became harsh in my preaching because I still did
not have God’s love in my heart. This continued even into the
early days of my traveling ministry, where I look back now and
marvel at the messes I left for pastors to clean up. Through all
this time the focus was still on me.

Praise the Lord, though it was extremely hard, a well-known
minister criticized me to some influential leaders. Word of his
comments came to me from three different continents, and let
me tell you that it was very painful. Thankfully, I chose to not
become offended, so instead I could learn from his words. It took
some time, but God had finally saved me from the extremes and
centered me in a healthy place. Now I can confront without fear
of rejection, but I also speak with love and humor.

This is the story of my walk with the Lord, but you will
have your own. God will work with you through your own
issues that hinder your faithfulness. Even if it takes time, stick
with it. Stay faithful. He will reward you for it on that day.



DAY 39: THE CONFRONTATION OF LOVE 169

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Philip-
pians 1:6)

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be
holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27)

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glo-
ry to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

ETERNITY TRUTH

God'’s love confronts us to remove things
that hinder us from living faithfully.
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K MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY m
¢ When have you experienced God’s loving confron-
tation in your own life? What did His confronta-
tion produce in your life?
¢ As you look back on your walk with Christ, what
do you marvel at that He has set you free from?
¢ God often works to add good character into our
life by revealing those aspects of His nature to us
more clearly. What aspect of God’s nature stands
out to you the most? How do you see this influ-
encing your life?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you that you don'’t leave me where
you found me! | praise you that each and every day,
week, month, and year you have a plan to make me
more and more like you. Thank you for how you are
working in me even now to remove anything that
would keep me from living faithfully for you to the
very end, even in the simple daily things of my life.
May my heart always be soft to you, that it would be
easy for you to mold and shape me into who you cre-

ated me to be. May my life increasingly be driven by

your love until the day | finally see you face-to-face.

4 N
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(inspired by Chapter 14)

Why do you criticize and pass judgment on your brother? Or
you, why do you look down upon or despise your brother?
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God...And
so each of us shall give an account of himself [give an answer
in reference to judgment] to God. (Romans 14:10, 12 AMP)

ts hard to believe that our faithfulness in life can come

down to something as simple as how we view the people
around us, but it’s true. If we don’t view those around us as
God views them, we won't treat them with the love God has
for them. When we live toward people with God’s love we will
be found faithful, and it is when we are found faithful that God
will reward us eternally.

What is necessary for us to realize is that God does not
have love; He is love. We also must recognize that love is not
God, for any concept of love we have will be false until we
encounter the selflessness of God. We won’t know love until
we know Jesus, then we will find ourselves growing in our
understanding of what love truly is.

As this understanding grows, our lives will grow as well.
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God’s love is never an intellectual thing; it’s too powerful for
that. If you know Godss love, it’s because it has touched you,
and if it has touched you then it has transformed you at least
in some measure. This is why, once we know God’s love, we
begin to treat people differently. Love doesn’t stay trapped in
our words alone, but moves out from us in our actions. We
are patient and kind to people. We do not envy them when
they receive what we need or want. We don’t brag or insist on
getting our own way. We seek the benefit of others and cele-
brate their successes as though they were our own. We remain
faithful through difficult times and forgive those who hurt us.
At the very heart, we live for the godly edification of others,
which is only found in their conformity to Christ and the ful-
fillment of His will in their lives.

While this life is the most powerful thing on earth, it is not
complicated. The simple life of one janitor, and the incredi-
ble legacy he left, proves this truth. This janitor, a man named
Charlie, took in a boy who wasn't his own and took care of him
for seven years. It was financial stress that forced this boy’s
mother to give him up, but other issues plagued this family
as well. Six of the boy’s nine aunts and uncles eventually were
committed to an insane asylum, and the boy’s mother as well.
Both of his grandfathers were shot by other men. Had he not
been rescued, this would have described the boy’s life as well.

Instead, through the janitor’s teaching and example, the
boy, whose name is Mike, received Jesus, went to school, and
became an accountant. Mike has helped several ministries set
up their bookkeeping. He shares the gospel with nearly all
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of his clients, numbering in the multiple thousands, and has
led hundreds to Jesus. Mike also deeply influenced my life, in
addition to helping our ministry get started on the right foot.

This is the legacy of God’s love working simply through
a persons life. Charlie loved Mike. Mike has led hundreds to
Christ and shared God’s love with many others, including me.
I am blessed to have reached millions of people worldwide.
I also led my wife to the Lord, and now she also has reached
millions worldwide. All this impact can in some way be traced
back to one simple janitor who loved a boy who was little more
than an orphan.

God wants to leave a legacy of love—through you—that
will have eternal significance.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

If I were to speak with eloquence in earth’s many languages, and
in the heavenly tongues of angels, yet I didn’t express myself with
love, my words would be reduced to the hollow sound of noth-
ing more than a clanging cymbal. And if I were to have the gift
of prophecy with a profound understanding of God’s hidden se-
crets, and if I possessed unending supernatural knowledge, and
if I had the greatest gift of faith that could move mountains, but
have never learned to love, then I am nothing. And if I were to
be so generous as to give away everything I owned to feed the
poor, and to offer my body to be burned as a martyr, without the
pure motive of love, I would gain nothing of value. (1 Corinthians
13:1-3 TPT)

Yes, each of us will have to give a personal account to God. So
don’t condemn each other anymore. Decide instead to live in
such a way that you will not put an obstacle in another Christian’s
path...Let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each
other up. (Romans 14:12-13, 19 NLT)

ETERNITY TRUTH

We must view those around us as God views
them, so that we can treat them with God'’s love.
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MOVING TOWARD ETERNITY
¢ What stood out to you about Charlie’s story? Why
is that significant to you?

¢ What do you have in your life that looks small, but

is big and important to God? How does this view
change the way you see your life?

¢ How can you begin living right now in a way that
has eternal significance?

PRAYER

Father God, it really does all come down to your
love. Do | believe your love enough to live it? Do |
really believe you are good? Well, | choose to be-
lieve, and | choose to seek you until | know it deeply
for myself. Then I will choose to keep seeking you
to know you even more. May | never stop seeking
you for more of your love, because | know your love
is never-ending. You always love more than | under-
stand, more than | know, and more than | have ex-
perienced or seen. Please perfect me in your love.
Then I will live in your ways, and then | will live with

eternal influence, for your name’s sake.
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